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W elcome to the Winter 2019, Nova 

Scotia Christmas Tree Journal.   

Some of you reading this only receive one 

Journal per year, when you could easily be 

joining us four times per year to learn about 

the Nova Scotia greenery, wreath and 

Christmas tree industry. 

There are two sure ways to get the Journal. The 

most obvious is to join a Nova Scotia 

Christmas Tree Association near you and then 

you get the subscription FREE! The second way 

is to order a subscription (p. 24). 

This is the Levy edition of the Journal. All the 

forms and information needed for Christmas 

tree producers in 

Nova Scotia to 

complete the 

yearly reporting 

task are with this 

edition of the 

Journal. The 

deadline is 

February 1st for 

all forms.  

If you only read 

one section in 

th is Journal , 

please read up 

on  Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) and the 

Balsam Midge Gall (BMG) (see photo above) 

both requiring vigilance from Nova Scotia 

Christmas tree producers this Spring (p. 14-17). 

To all the contributors, photographers and 

advertisers who make the Journal possible 

season after season, thank you. 

-Sheryl Dubois, Editor 
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CTCNS President’s 

Message 
By Mike Keddy info@ctcns.com  

Many of us remember the blizzard in No-

vember that dumped 30-plus inches of 

snow during production season, a number 

of years ago.  

I forget the year — not a memory that I 

want to retain. 

We survived that near-disaster and now that 

this season is nearly over, I believe that it is 

safe to say that we have survived the freeze 

of June 2018. 

A little the worse for wear, but we are still 

standing. 

2018 was a year of learning, concerns and 

even a few prayers. Although mother nature 

has reminded us who is really in charge of 

our destiny, she has also given us a little 

wake-up call to improve the genetics of the 

trees in our industry. 

I said we survived and we did. Now let’s use 
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what we are learning to make this industry 

stronger. 

During this Christmas season take a little time 

to reflect on how good this industry has been 

to rural Nova Scotian families and communi-

ties, as well as the importance of a strong 

rural economy; and, be thankful for what we 

have been given.  

May you and yours be well and have a merry 

Christmas and a happy New Year.  

(Continued from p . 1) 
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I hope that the early arrival of snow across 

Nova Scotia has put customers into the 

Christmas spirit a bit earlier than in years 

past and that everyone has had a safe 

harvest season.  Obviously, the impact of 

the June freeze has been at the forefront 

of everyone’s minds, and Council has been 

working with media outlets to share the 

message that ‘there will be a tree for eve-

ryone in Nova Scotia, but we encourage 

everyone to shop early for best selection.’ 

As we head into the darker days of Winter, 

I would like to once again share the toll-

free number for the Farm Family Support 

Centre, 1.844.880.9142, which provides 

immediate and confidential support to 

anyone in need of assistance. 

Strategic Plan: 

After many meetings the Working Group 

that had been tasked with preparing a 

Strategic Plan for Council wrapped up its 

work and submitted a final draft that has 

been approved by the Board of Directors.   

The three overarching objectives, which 

were to increase the profitability for NS 

Christmas Tree Producers: increase the 

number of growers in the industry and the 

number of Christmas trees produced and 

increase the overall quality of the product.   

To achieve these, the Working Group iden-

tified five priorities for Council going for-

ward: 1) Industry Leadership; 2) Productivi-

ty; 3) Quality; 4) Marketing; 5) Research 

and Development. 

From these priorities, Council has a solid 

list of actionable activities as well as a plan 

on how to achieve them.  I would like to 

thank everyone who has contributed to 

this process, as well as Terri MacPherson, 

Danny Small from the Department of Agri-

culture who have been very patient and 

supportive as we worked through the pro-

cess. 

Growers’ Manual: 

Thanks to a successful application to the 

Advancing Innovative Technologies pro-

gram, Council has been approved for up 

to $20,000 in funding to support the re-

vamping of the Growers’ Manual and de-

velopment of Best Management Practices 

for growing Christmas trees in natural 

stands and abandoned agricultural land.  

This is one of the first initiatives coming 

out of the strategic plan and we believe 

that it will set the groundwork to not only 

attract new growers into the industry, but 

also share some best practices with exist-

ing growers and work towards strengthen-

ing our industry.  Council is working with 

Dalhousie University and others to execute 

this project and I hope to have more de-

tails in time for the next issue of The Jour-

nal. 

Levy: 

As has become our practice, this issue of 

The Journal includes all of the paperwork 

related to the levy and updating our rec-

ords for the website – please note that the 

deadline for levy submissions is February 

1st and let me know if you have any ques-

tions. 

CTCNS Executive 

Director 
Angus Bonnyman  angus@ctcns.com 
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Thomas Reeves  

(1956-2018) 
By Brittany Frenette 

We would like to send our 

sincere condolences to the 

Reeves family, we are saddened 

to hear the news of Thomas’ 

passing. Tom spent many years working in the industry and 

continued to make it part of his everyday life. 

Thomas studied Forestry Engineering at University of New 

Brunswick (UNB) and worked at Scott Maritime Paper Company 

in the summers. After graduating he worked in the family 

logging & Christmas tree business. Thomas’ life changed 

dramatically after he was in an accident at work. While this could 

have been the end of his involvement in the industry, he and his 

wife came back with a new way to support and improve the 

industry.  

Thomas with his wife Debbie started building T&D Nursery in 

1987, in Forties, Nova Scotia. Debbie laughed as she told the 

story of when they started the nursery. 

“Well we were told not to start,” she laughed, “we were told the 

government would be our biggest competition, and you didn’t 

want that.” But they choose to do it anyway and she claimed it 

was due to Tom’s desire to create a superior seedling. Tom always 

believed in keeping the price comparable to the competition and 

keeping up with the local growers to understand their markets 

and their demand. 

Debbie says, “Tommy loved to look at competitors’ trees at the 

fairs, exhibitions and festivals. He was always checking out other 

tree lots from the roadside.”  

Thomas grew a top-notch seedling and according to his brother 

Jeffrey, “a lot of people thought that he should charge more 

money for them, but he always said, ‘we’re charging enough, we 

are doing fine and making enough money.’’” 

Debbie remembered that they sold their first seedlings in 1999, 

and she says things have changed a lot over the years, that now 

it seems it’s a demand of the Christmas tree seedlings that they 

can’t keep up with. They have recently built a 4th greenhouse, 

where they are working to improve the quality of their Balsam Fir 

Trees which is where Tom’s passion was and although he couldn’t 

physically do the work, he was always overlooking the work. He 

took pride in being involved in the greenhouse.  

“Tommy could have been a shearing teacher,” Debbie explained, 

'even when he couldn’t physically  someone how to shear, 

he could explain it so well there was no chance you would leave 

with any questions.' It is known that Tom taught one of his care 

workers how to shear, just by spending the many hours 

explaining all the steps to her. It was evident that he had a 

passion. 

CTCNS Outreach 

Coordinator  
By Brittany Frenette                  outreach@ctcns.com 

I hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas spent with 

family and friends and I would like to wish you all the best as 

we start this New Year! 

Little Tree by The Sea- The Christmas Tree Council received an 

anonymous donation to cover the cost of donating one ‘Little 

Tree by The Sea’ book to every Public Library in the province. 

The council released the books to the Public Libraries in 

celebration of National Christmas Tree Day on the first 

Saturday in December. We would like to thank the public 

libraries for their continued support.  

Levy- Please find the Levy forms inserted in this issue of the 

Journal. The forms are very similar to last year; please don’t 

hesitate to contact me should you have any questions 

regarding the remittance of your levy. I will once again be 

mailing out receipts for all levy remittances, so folks should 

expect to start seeing them by early February. 

Listings- You will also find the website listing forms within this 

issue of the Journal, to be listed on the ctcns.com and/or the 

iloverealtrees.com website as a U-cut or Retailer we ask that 

you complete and return the appropriate forms along with 

payment.  

Journal Ads- We are excited to welcome some new 

advertisers to our Journal this issue, we are always pleased to 

have new advertisers and we take pride in searching out 

advertisers who would be most beneficial to our audience, as 

well as advertisers who will gain from being in our Journal. 

Please feel free to reach out to me if you would like to 

advertise with us or know someone who might. Thank-you 

to all our advertisers!  

Journal Feedback- We love receiving feedback regarding the 

Journal, this is how we continue to provide you with the 

reading materials you are interested in. We welcome new 

submissions, suggestions, articles and writers at anytime, and 

encourage folks to share materials with us that they feel are 

Journal worthy. Please feel free to contact the journal editor 

directly at; journal@ctcns.com. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

A membership at a Nova Scotia Christmas tree regional 

association includes a free subscription to NSCTJ aka The 

Journal? For members who know someone who would 

enjoy finding the Journal in their mailbox four times per 

year, please see subscription info in this edition. Thank 

you for reading the Journal.      journal@ctcns.com 

mailto:outreach@ctcns.com
mailto:journal@ctcns.com
mailto:journal@ctcns.com?subject=Journal%20Subscription
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Photos remembering Tommy Reeves (1956-2018) 

- Clockwise from right 1. Jeff, Tommy and Glendon Reeves haul little 

trees on a wagon circa 1965 2. Jeff, Glendon and Tommy 3. Tommy 

Reeves on his lot with his wife Debbie Reeves to collect seeds for 

planting 4. (inset) Maurice, Dot and Tommy Reeves 5. Tommy Reeves, 

Betsy the dog and Debbie Reeves in greenhouse (Submitted by 

Reeves family) 
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2018 Art Contest Winners 
Submitted by Brittany Frenette 

 

National Christmas Tree Day BONUS Draw  

Winner Melissa Warner of Frankville, NS 

received a copy of Little Tree by the Sea. 

2018 Art Contest Winner 

Winner Mike Melanson, 8 years old, of 

Shubenacadie NS received $50 and a real 

Christmas tree from a local producer. 

2018 Art Contest Bonus Draws 

Following a random draw, Rebecca Forbes of 

Middle Musquodoboit and Zander Grant of 

Harrietsfield, NS, each received a copy of Little 

Tree by the Sea. 

 

PHOTOS  submitted by Brittany Frenette. 
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Congratu lat ions  
and thank  you 

for  a l l  your  
artwork !  
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(Continued on p.  9) 

Promotions Coordinator 
By Emily Crocker 

My Time with CTCNS 

Over the past three months with the Christmas Tree 

Council, I have been fortunate enough to travel across our 

beautiful province, attend many exciting events, and most 

importantly, meet some of the wonderful tree growers 

across Nova Scotia. 

As my main task as Promotions Coordinator was to, of 

course, focus on promotions, I was able to get creative 

when developing content to promote real trees to our 

audience. With just a few weeks left until Christmas, we are 

posting frequent content to our Facebook page and 

increasing engagement with our audience.  

Promotions 

Each week, I have posted a “Real Tree Fact” to our Facebook 

page, then a few days later I have turned that fact into a 

question which has turned into a successful weekly contest. 

This has been extremely effective as we have been 

promoting facts about real trees while receiving 

engagement with our audience. 

I have also been working with local bloggers across Nova 

Scotia and asked them to write a piece on the importance 

of real trees during Christmas. We chose the top five bloggers and have shared their blogs on our Facebook page. 

Another promotion that has been very successful is the annual Buddy Balsam’s Annual Art Contest. This children’s colouring contest has 

created a high amount of engagement with our audience and has increased our number of shares, views and likes on our Facebook 

page. Overall, we had over 50 entries to the contest and it was a great success.  

The thing I have enjoyed the most during my time at CTCNS was conducting interviews with growers all across Nova Scotia. Not only 

did I get to travel across the province and visit places of rural Nova Scotia I had never seen, but I also got to meet some pretty great 

people. While conducting these interviews, everyone I met took the time to show me their Christmas tree farms and share some of their 

favourite memories with me since they have been in the industry. Conducting these interviews were very fulfilling and I enjoyed editing 

th e s e  to  c r e a te 

multiple videos that 

h a v e  p o s i t i v e l y 

i m p a c t e d  o u r 

audience. It has been 

very rewarding to see 

how these videos 

turned out and the 

level of engagement 

we have received on 

our social media 

channels.  

Events  

Aside from promotions 

through social media, I 

have also been able to 

network and attend 

many events to spread 

PHOTOS This page 

Nova Scotia Tree for 

Boston, Tree Cutting 

ceremony 2018.  (Emily 

Crocker) 
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the word about real trees. From attending events such 

as Farmer for a Day, Saltscapes Harvest Greets the 

Holidays Expo, the Boston Tree Cutting and the 

Christmas Festival of Trees and Crafts, I thoroughly 

enjoyed meeting new people and discussing the 

benefits of real Christmas trees.  

Boston Tree Cutting Ceremony  

Last month, on a very cold day in November, the 

Boston Tree Cutting Ceremony took place in Oxford 

and was a jam-packed event. I was lucky enough to 

attend my first ever tree cutting ceremony on behalf of 

the council and get a front-row view of the giant tree 

as it went TIMBER. There were many guest speakers 

present who told stories and shared the 

meaningfulness of this tradition. Here are some of the 

photos captured from the beautiful tree cutting 

ceremony. 

Thank you CTCNS! 

During these past few months I was able to 

implement my public relations skills and work on a 

variety of tasks to promote real trees across the 

province, along with meeting many great people 

along the way. I would like to thank the Christmas Tree 

Council for presenting me with such a great 

opportunity. Merry Christmas! 

(Continued from p . 8) 

Promotions Coordinator PHOTO The tree in 

Boston, not  yet 

decorated; CTCNS 

Director Chrissy 

Trenholm in front of 

tree  in Boston this 

year. (Submitted by 

Chrissy Trenholm) 
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News from Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers 

Association (LCCTPA) 
By Richard Levy, President LCCTPA 

(Continued  on p. 11) 

This is not going to be a lengthy report, suffice to say that the 

LCCTPA continues to conduct business as usual. The work of the 

association always take a little down-time during the harvest and 

over the Christmas season to allow executive members to get 

their harvest completed and take some well-deserved time-off. 

Our new secretary/treasurer Jeanette Pettipas has settled in quite 

nicely. As with any new working environment there will always be 

questions and new challenges.  Jeanette is quick to seek answers 

and does not hesitate to find the individual who can best respond 

to any inquiry. The administration of the LCCTPA I feel is in good 

hands. Thank you Jeanette. 

This year 2018 has been a challenge for many Christmas tree 

producers throughout Nova Scotia and especially in the area 

served by LCCTPA. The freezing temperatures of June 4th certainly 

damaged Christmas trees resulting in a dramatic reduction in the 

number of harvestable trees for the year. It seems that from 

Halifax and across to the Annapolis Valley and westward may 

have been impacted somewhat harder than other areas of the 

province. There are growers in New Ross area of Lunenburg 

County, Southern Kings and Annapolis Counties who had their 

harvest reduced as much as 80-90 %.  It certainly needs to be 

recognized that there were varying degrees of damage 

throughout the entire Province. This came just as we were 

experiencing increased demand and higher prices.  Some of the 

older Christmas tree producers have stated “nothing like this has 

ever occurred before that anyone can recall.” Let’s hope we never 

see a repeat anytime in the future.   

With this year’s growing season now behind us we are really only 

beginning to understand the total extent of the damage and just 

how the balsam fir will respond to this type of event. In some of 

the hardest hit lots there are many trees that will never recover 

while other trees are now showing newly formed buds just where 

the damage to the branches ends. It is quite reasonable to expect 

even with application of the best cultural practices that it will be 

several years or more before many of the damaged trees become 

a salable product once more. This surely points to the need of 

having trees that are later flushing to avoid this type of damage in 

future years. Later flushing seedlings will certainly address the 

possibility of freeze damage repeating in future years. 

There are no hard figures yet compiled that will provide a true 

picture of the reduction in export numbers this event had but, 

one can be certain it was significant. 

The LCCTPA provide a number of Christmas trees to businesses, 

charities, towns and government offices each year to help 

promote the Christmas tree industry in Nova Scotia. Thank you to 

all members of the LCCTPA who willingly contributed trees this 

year. The one tree sent to the Nova Scotia Legislature for 2018 

was of particular interest. That tree was taken from the LCCTPA 

display area at the South Shore Exhibition grounds. The tree has 

been assessed over the last several years and it was noted that 

the tree was beginning to show signs of aging. The executive 

passed a motion earlier this year to remove the tree and donate it 

while it still looked good.  The tree was planted on the site some 

thirty (30) years ago. It would of interest if someone could provide 

information concerning the persons responsible for its planting.   

The LCCTPA is not in the Christmas tree marketing business but I 

strongly believe that there are many opportunities that can be 

considered / pursued when producers of a commodity become 

PHOTOS Right: 

Christmas tree 

donated to the  

Nova Scotia 

Legislature this 

year. (Submitted 

by Sandra 

Johnston, 

Department of 

Lands and 

Forestry.  
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organized with a common goal. The goal should always be to 

become better at what we do and to produce a better product of 

consistent quality that meets the needs of the end consumer.   

I realize that not everyone can be in product production; 

somebody has to be the marketer. In some cases the producer 

and marketer are one of the same. Many Christmas tree 

producers are reliant on someone to purchase and market their 

trees because they want nothing to do with sales. The margins 

between the prices paid to the producer and the prices being 

paid by the end consumer has got to be more equally shared for 

the Christmas tree industry to thrive in Nova Scotia. 

Unfortunately most consumers are unaware that the producer 

receives only a small percent of the retail value of the tree they 

just purchased. 

The LCCTPA tries very hard to provide and share information to 

its membership. There is nothing more rewarding than to see 

individuals improve on what they are doing, what they are 

producing because someone took the time to provide current 

information.  

There is opportunity now and the future looks very bright to be 

involved in the in the Christmas tree industry in Nova Scotia. The 

demand is there, we have an ideal climate, Christmas tree land is 

relatively inexpensive, and we have a superior product in the 

balsam fir if one uses the proven techniques during the 

production process. We don’t ever want to hear someone say “I 

got rid of my trees”. Those words do not reflect that the trees 

were sold for a reasonable and acceptable profit for all the work 

involved in the production.  

If this industry is to survive we all need to work together in 

making improvements, encouraging each other and the next 

generation of Christmas tree producers. If this industry is to 

survive it must be profitable. As with any industry, there has to be 

a constant effort to improve, a process where someone new to 

the industry can tap into information and the experience of 

others. Being part of an organization such as the Lunenburg 

County Christmas tree Producer Association can do just that. I 

strongly believe that every Christmas tree producer in Nova 

Scotia should be involved with an organization and be a willing 

participant.  

Always remember it should never be what an organization can 

do for you, rather you should consider what you can do for the 

organization. I find it ironic that people can stand on the outside 

of the arena and see all kinds of things that aren’t being done for 

their benefit. Those same individuals will hardly ever provide 

suggestions or solutions to what they consider a problem. 

Wishing every reader of this report and this publication of Nova 

Scotia Christmas Tree Journal the very best during 2019 and that 

you continue to be involved in the Christmas tree industry in this 

province. 

LCCTPA (Continued  from p. 10) 

National Christmas Tree Association 
Submitted by Sheryl Dubois 

November 13— In an emailed update from NCTA’s executive 

director Tim O’Connor, he provided NCTA’s response to the  

publicly-made suggestion that “if ‘NCTA aims to represent ALL 

the Christmas tree growers it should maintain a position of 

neutrality with respect to the Christmas Tree Promotion Board 

(CTPB) and the desirability of its continuation."   

O’Connor, with NCTA President Paul Schroeder,., responded with 

this:  

“NCTA represents its members and the Christmas tree 

industry. We advocate on behalf of the industry in 

Washington, DC, serve as the "Voice of the Industry" with 

consumers and the media during the holiday season and 

provide leadership and education regarding fresh 

Christmas trees with fire officials.  

“As a voluntary membership organization our Board of 

Directors, representing our members, determines our 

priorities.  

“NCTA's Board of Directors has voted unanimously to 

support the CTPB and passage of the referendum to 

sustain it as we believe it is vital for the future of the 

whole industry to build demand for real Christmas trees 

and CTPB is the best vehicle to accomplish that. 

Therefore, NCTA will continue to support passage of the 

referendum and publish letters of support.” 
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Nov. 29, 2018 - The LCCTPA provided Christmas trees to a 

number of locations in 2018. With the trees now delivered it 

would be interesting to see how each tree is decorated. Did you 

ever wonder what decorating theme is being used this year? The 

LCCTPA donate trees each year to help promote the use of real 

Christmas trees.   

The list shows the number of trees and where each tree will be 

during the Christmas celebration. 

• The large tree for the Province House – 18’ Balsam fir tree 

provided by LCCTPA, taken from the display area at the 

Association’s building at the South Shore Exhibition grounds. 

The tree was more than 30 years old and had reached its peak 

as far as a Christmas tree is concerned. 

• Two trees to the Department of Lands and Forestry - 7 – 8’ 

each; one tree was provided by Randy Naugler and the other 

by Mike Keddy. 

• Africville Museum - two trees, one 10’ and one 12’, provided by 

Bruce Turner. Bruce also sent along some table top trees to be 

given away. 

• The Salvation Army, Giving Tree Bridgewater Mall - 10 – 12’  

provided by Murray Crouse. 

• Phoenix House Youth Shelter – 10’ provided by Mike 

Faulkenham. 

• Christmas on The LaHave – 12’ natural provided by Richard 

Levy 

• Tree to the Lieutenant Governor, The Honorable Arthur J. 

LeBlanc, - Tree provided by Mike Keddy. The Lieutenant 

Governor donated his tree to the Camp Hill Veterans Hospital, 

Halifax. 

• Tree to Premier Stephen McNeil – 8’ provided by Anzil 

Blackadar. Premier McNeil donated his tree to the Home of the 

Guardian Angel, Halifax. 

• Tree to Minister of Lands and Forestry, Iain Rankin – 8’ provided 

by Laurie Levy. Minister Rankin donated his tree to Adsum 

House, Halifax. 

• Tree to Minister of Agriculture, Keith Colwell – 8’ provided by 

Randy Naugler. Minister Colwell donated his tree to Margaret’s 

House, Dartmouth. 

• Trees to accompany the “Boston Tree” – six trees, 7’ – 8’ each 

provided by the LCCTPA from the experimental lot in 

Seffernville. 

As president of the Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers 

Association I want to thank each member for your effort and 

willingness to provide a Christmas tree this year. This I believe is a 

very direct way to promote the Christmas tree industry of Nova 

Scotia. 

Christmas tree producers give gifts of trees 
By Richard Levy 

Woodland Owner of the Year 2018 

in Lunenburg County 
By Richard Levy 

The Luneburg County Christmas Tree Producers Association 

(LCCTPA) participated in the “Woodland Owner of the 

Year Western Region / Provincial Winner” open to the 

public field day September 29, 2018 in Upper 

Northfield, Lunenburg County, Nova Scotia. 

When the winner Kevin Veinotte and family found out 

that their woodland had been chosen as both the 

Western Region and the Provincial winner he 

contacted the LCCTPA and requested that we set up a 

booth / table display during the public field day.  

Kevin’s request was considered at an executive meeting 

in early September and it was decided—because Kevin 

is an active member of our association, operates a 

successful choose and cut and commercial Christmas 

tree lot and has served on the executive and as past 

president—this would be a great opportunity to both 

support Kevin and to speak to visitors about the 

importance of the Christmas trees industry to rural 

Nova Scotians and tell them about the role of the LCCTPA. 

On September 29, 2018 a beautiful September day, Murray 

Crouse, his brother Andrew and I set up a display tent and table 

at the event. It turned out to be a great day. Our display 

contained information about the LCCTPA, a display of shearing 

equipment used in the industry, a number of SMART tree 

(Continued on p . 13) 
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seedlings, a sample of the invasive species Japanese Knott weed, 

a decorated Christmas wreath and a small decorated Christmas 

tree.  

The day I believe was a success. Murray, Andrew and I had some 

great discussions with many who stopped at our display. Murray 

demonstrated shearing and under-pruning for a number of 

people. We answered many questions about the SMART tree 

research project, discussed both the past, present and future of 

the Christmas tree industry in Nova Scotia and the importance of 

organizations like the LCCTPA and how they can support the 

Christmas tree producer and improve the industry. 

It was a good day with great conversations and an opportunity to 

enjoy a beautiful September day on a woodland in Nova Scotia. 

 

 

PHOTOS Previous page and below LCCTPA take part in the  

Owner of the Year Award 2018 event at Veinotte family lot in 

Upper Northfield, Nova Scotia. (Submitted by Richard Levy) 

(Continued from p. 12)   
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Hemlock Woolly What?!   
Submitted by Marsha Johnston, Senior Communications Advisor / Communications and Public Affairs  

Canadian Food Inspection Agency / Government of Canada, marsha.johnston@canada.ca 

October 29, 2018—Have you seen what looks like cotton balls or clumps of snow at the base of hemlock tree needles? It could be 
egg sacs of hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA) (pronounced uh-del-jid).  

HWA is an insect that attacks and kills hemlock trees by feeding on nutrient and water storage cells at the base of needles.  

This insect is currently causing damage in areas of British Columbia and Nova Scotia. 

HWA can be spread by wind and animals, and by people moving nursery stock, logs, and other wood products. Early detection of 
HWA is critical to protecting Canada's forests and environment.  

In Canada, hemlock trees grow naturally in British Columbia and eastern Canada. In many of these forests, birds and other wildlife 
species rely on hemlock trees to provide nutri-
ents, soil stability and a unique habitat. 

Are you allowed to move that? 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
works closely with federal, provincial and in-
dustry partners to manage this pest.  

In order to slow the spread of HWA and pro-
tect non-infested areas, the CFIA issued a Hem-
lock Woolly Adelgid Infested Place Order in 

(Continued  on p. 15) 

PHOTOS Egg sacs of 

Hemlock Woolly 

Adelgid (HWA) on 

Hemlock needles look 

like cotton balls or 

clumps of snow (as in 

these photos) and  are 

causing damage in 

British Columbia and 

Nova Scotia. Keep an 

eye on your Hemlock 

and please report 

occurrences. 

(Submitted by Marsha 

J o h n s t o n ,  C F I A 

PHOTO Top Credit: 

Lorraine Graney, 

Bartlett Tree Experts 

PHOTO  Left Credit: 

Chris Evans, Illinois 

Wildlife Action Plan ) 

http://inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-species/directives/forestry/d-07-05/appendix-1/infested-place-order/eng/1509477446884/1509477563680
http://inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-species/directives/forestry/d-07-05/appendix-1/infested-place-order/eng/1509477446884/1509477563680
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December 2017. 

Anyone who wants to move the follow-
ing items out of British Columbia or the 
five southwestern counties of Nova Sco-
tia (Digby, Queens, Shelburne, Yarmouth 
and Annapolis) where HWA has been 
detected, requires a movement certifi-
cate from the CFIA: 

• hemlock (Tsuga spp.), yeddo spruce 
(Picea jezoensis) and tiger-tail 
spruce (Picea polita): 
• plants for planting (for example, 

nursery stock, tree seedlings) 
• forest products with bark 

attached (for example, logs, lum-
ber, bark chips, wood mulch) 

• dried branches 
• hemlock, yeddo spruce and tiger

-tail spruce Christmas trees 
• fresh decorative wreaths, foliage 

and branches 
• any kind of firewood (all tree spe-

cies) 

How you can help 

Everyone plays a part in helping to pro-
tect our forests and nature. 

What industry can do: 

• Know and respect the regulated 
areas for HWA. 

• Do not move regulated items out-
side of the regulated areas without a 
movement certificate authorized by 
the CFIA. Contact your local CFIA 
office for more information. 

• Implement a CFIA-approved quality 
management system for regulated 
wood products sourced from HWA 
regulated areas. 

What the public can do: 
• Get informed, read the factsheet 

and watch for signs of HWA. 
• Report suspect HWA or HWA dam-

age to the CFIA. If you notice signs of 
HWA, contact your local CFIA office. 

• Whether you're having a campfire 
or heating your house or cottage, 
always use firewood that is local or 
kiln dried (certified pest free) to pre-
vent the spread of pests. Find out 
more at inspection.gc.ca/firewood. 

Learn more about rules for moving fire-
wood and how you can prevent the 
spread of invasive species.  
 

http://inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-

species/directives/forestry/d-07-05/appendix-1/

infested-place-order/

eng/1509477446884/1509477563680 

http://inspection.gc.ca/plants/forestry/don-t-move-

firewood/eng/1500309474824/1500309544561 

 

Tip of the Cap for safety tips contest 
One email with a safety tip attached was randomly chosen on December 15th, 2018. 

Ralph DeLong is the winner of his choice of KEEP IT REAL cap or tote bag! Thank you for your safety tips! 

Hemlock Wooly What?! 
(Continued  from p. 14) 

http://inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/offices/eng/1313255382836/1313256130232
http://inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/offices/eng/1313255382836/1313256130232
http://inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-species/insects/hemlock-woolly-adelgid/fact-sheet/eng/1325616708296/1325618964954
http://inspection.gc.ca/about-the-cfia/offices/eng/1313255382836/1313256130232
http://inspection.gc.ca/plants/forestry/don-t-move-firewood/eng/1500309474824/1500309544561
http://inspection.gc.ca/plants/forestry/don-t-move-firewood/firewood/eng/1330963478693/1330963579986
http://inspection.gc.ca/plants/forestry/don-t-move-firewood/firewood/eng/1330963478693/1330963579986
http://inspection.gc.ca/plants/forestry/don-t-move-firewood/firewood/eng/1330963478693/1330963579986
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December 18—This is a report on the possibility of an outbreak of 

the Balsam Gall Midge (BGM), which I hope will not occur. Very 

strong evidence is that growers have not seen this pest for a while 

and that is its modus operandi. We do know that it hit New 

Brunswick growers a few years back and was so devastating that it 

was hard to source enough brush free from damage to make 

Christmas wreaths. There are credible reports on unusually high 

numbers of BGM affecting growers in South West Nova counties 

of Yarmouth and Digby for the past two springs. Thus we have 

information of them recently sweeping through New Brunswick 

and now active in Yarmouth and Digby.  

Is it time to perhaps consider the real possibility that they are 

ready to explode here in our province? The Christmas Tree Council 

of Nova Scotia in consideration of the latest information asked for 

a  report to be placed in the Journal to warn and prepare our 

growers/members for this potential threat. I have been challenged 

with the duty to do an informative article on the subject of  

Balsam Gall Midge. 

I won't give you the Latin name as I can't pronounce it, anyhow. I 

am referencing two articles, one from Thaddee Renault, Maritimes 

Forest Research Centre, Fredericton, New Brunswick and the other  

by Ronald S. Kelly, Forest Insect Specialist with the Vermont 

Department of Forests and Parks. Together they expose our pest 

to the bone. The good news is, this insect is native to North 

America. It hasn't come with luggage and an airline ticket from a 

foreign country. Outbreaks of BGM occur at infrequent and 

irregular intervals. The longer we haven't  heard from Mr. BGM  the 

bigger the numbers can  be and when we least except it. 

Our authors both describe the single adult Balsam Gall Midge fly 

as a minute, fragile, orange bodied insect just over 1/8th of an inch

[3.5mm] in length. Sounds harmless enough, however they also 

use the terms swarms, clouds of, infestation levels, visual at a 

distance. So we now are getting a picture of what we are looking 

for, but why? Well the fact is that the newly hatched adults which 

have overwintered in the soil coincides with bud break of the 

Balsam Fir. Once the adult female has mated with the male, she 

and all her hundreds of millions of sisters are looking to deposit 

their eggs on needles of newly opened balsam fir buds. These 

eggs hatch in two to three days and the larva - through feeding or 

chemical secretion - causes the growing needle to envelope it, 

forming a subglobular swelling or gall. The severity of the 

infestation is all about the numbers of egg-laying female flies.   

A single gall is usually found at the base of the needle but 

researches have found needles with multiple galls which can cover 

the entire top third of the tree making it unsaleable for several 

seasons depending on the severity of the outbreak. Galls are 

apparent by mid-June. The larvae  spends the summer months 

feeding, protected and encased by the gall, until in September to 

November at approximately 1/8th of an inch long the small orange 

-whitish grub squeezes from the gall and drops to the soil.  

These larvae will overwinter in the duff under and around the 

infected Balsams and will pupate in the spring. The former 

infected needles will turn brown and fall from the twigs in October 

making  trees unsalable and brush unfit for wreaths.   

The articles refer to individual Balsam fir that may have chemical 

attractants within their needles as possible sources of infection. 

Also, balsam plantations with higher soil pH levels may contribute 

to greater damage. These insects prefer trees in open sites. 

Shaded needles were less susceptible to attack, thus the top third 

of the tree is a site of major infection. Late flushing balsams do not 

correspond with BGM infection window. Mentioned  within one 

article was the making of a simple BGM trap for monitoring adult 

numbers made from  a piece of thin yellow board coated with 

heavy motor oil [30 weight] as an effective tool  to assess the 

number of adult flies. These traps are to be placed around specific 

sites such as windless corners and open sites at or near the top 

third of the tree. 

Winter weather conditions are a huge factor in the numbers of 

larva that will survive to pupate in  the spring. Growers need less 

snow cover, deep penetration of cold in the soil, repeated thaws 

and with heavy winter rainfalls to control the numbers of hatching 

midge flies. Sounds  like  Buckley's Mixture but it works. 

The message Council would like to leave growers with is to 

be vigilant this spring and monitor your lots daily. Prepare a 

procedure to test for BGM numbers either with traps made 

or purchased. Have your equipment at the ready and a 

source for pesticide, as timing is key to proper control.  We 

are not in position to lose a meaningful percentage of Nova Scotia 

trees to this pest in spring 2019. 

Mid-may to mid-June is the window to watch.   

Have your traps out earlier if weather conditions foster early 

emergence.  

The best control of the larvae is achieved with proper timing of 

insecticide application. Spraying too early should be avoided for 

successful control. They recommend growers time the treatment 

for when the average length of new growth in the upper third of 

the tree crown is between one and one-half to two inches long. 

Do not include the top leader growth and consider several 

terminal buds in the top third area on several trees through your 

tree lot in your calculation.         

There are better persons than myself to be sourced for 

information on suitable control products however the subject is 

now in the open and  my hope is that more interest and dialogue 

with follow as we have some time to build an action plan. I have 

not mentioned the beneficial predator, midge fly, because the  

information we have is that their presence has not been in 

significant numbers enough to control the first wave of infestation.  

As a side note to our readers, there were no levy funds spent in 

the formulation of this report. 

Editor’s Note: According to Matthew Wright, CCTGA Standing 

Committee Chair of Integrated Pest Management/Minor Use 

Workshop for Pest Management Committee: “Movento is 

currently our only legal registered control product for BMG in 

Canada.” 

This just in! —Report on BGM by Murray Crouse 
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Time for a Change: Consider density 
By Murray Crouse 

This article is my own personal view of a problem I believe we as members of 

the Christmas tree industry are free-falling into.  

This Fall while visiting growers and looking at their tree lots with the intention 

of purchasing trees to fill markets it became clear that our present cultural 

practices are producing a heavier tree than what the market is looking for.  

I am concerned about the efforts of many of our growers at trying to produce 

a heavy density or Select tree. I myself was looking for well structured light to 

medium density trees. Our own market demand for Select trees is under 20% 

with approximately 35% demand for light density and 45% demand for 

medium density trees.  

My concern is that the industry is going to oversupply the heavy density 

market while missing out on the larger and growing markets for good light 

and medium density trees. My limited experience in the retail market 

suggests to me that today's consumer is now looking for a fresh, clean, well 

structured, light to medium density tree that can be decorated whether inside 

and out.  

Question: Will we be prepared to meet this larger market if  we don't change 

our cultural practices? 

Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers’ 

Association (LCCTPA) 

Spring 2019 Technical Session 
March 23rd, West Northfield Fire Hall 

223 Nova Scotia Trunk 10, West Northfield, NS 

Pre-Registration Deadline is March 7th 

 

Registration Cost :        

$30.00     Pre Registration  ( $40.00 at the door ) 

Encl: Technical Session $30.00 (x ____) = $ _________  

      TOTAL =  $__________  

Name : 

______________________________________________________________ 

Address: 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone # : ________________________________ 

Please make cheques payable to the Lunenburg County Christmas Tree 

Producers’ Association (LCCTPA)  

Address: P.O. Box 148, New Germany, NS   B0R 1E0. For information 

info@christmastreeproducers.com. 
 

 

Technical sessions for NS 

Christmas tree producers 

N e c ta  I PM  March 16 

L un enb u r g March 23 

C ob e qu i d  April 6 

Lunenburg PRCP 

April 27 

outreach@ctcns.com 

Balsam Gall Midge on 

BF needles—Photos  

PHOTOS https://tidcf.nrcan.gc.ca/en/

insects/factsheet/3708 

mailto:ailto:info@christmastreeproducers.com
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Nova Scotia Christmas Tree Regional Associations 
Information submitted by Brittany Frenette and Angus Bonnyman 

2018-2019 Executive 

President—Richard Levy 

Past President—Michael Keddy 

1st Vice President—Andrew Crouse 

2nd Vice President—Murray Crouse 

Secretary/Treasurer: Jeanette Pettipas  

 
christmastreeproducers@gmail.com 

PO Box 148, New Germany, B0R 1E0 

902-644-2605 

2018-2019 Executive 

President—Mike Penny 

Past President—Craig Cartwright 

1st Vice President—Blair Brymer 

Secretary: Cassy Hines  

 
cassy@necta.ns.ca 

797 South River Lake Rd, Goshen, NS B0H 1M0  

 

2018-2019 Executive 

 

President—Matthew Priest 

Secretary: Dorothy Roode 
nltreefarms@bellaliant.net 

77 Graham Road, Debert, NS   B0M 1G0 

902-662-2142 & 902-890-8431 

mailto:christmastreeproducers@gmail.com
mailto:cassy@necta.ns.ca
mailto:nltreefarms@bellaliant.net
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SMART Tree Research 

Cooperative Ltd. 
Jim DeLong, President    902-521-3279   

delong.farms@ns.sympatico.ca 

SMART Tree  is in the news  with an arti-

cle by Aly Thomson in the Globe and 

Mail and picked up by the Chronicle Her-

ald. Dr. Raj Lada is described as the direc-

tor of the Christmas Tree Research Centre 

in Truro, Nova Scotia where he and a 

team of researchers are improving the 

Balsam fir. 

Dr. Lada is quoted as saying about the 

SMART tree: "They'll look great, smell 

great, and they'll also have a higher nee-

dle retention capacity," …. "Nothing will 

beat the SMART trees."  

Dr. Lada also said: “solving industry-wide 

challenges, such as needle retention, is 

critical to the survival of the multimillion-

dollar Christmas tree industry in Atlantic 

Canada, as it competes with other mar-

kets and artificial trees.“ 

The article also covers some other ac-

complishments: 

“The centre has also developed and li-

censed needle-loss prevention agents, 

which are applied with water. 

“As well, Lada’s team has created technol-

ogies for shipping and storage that can 

help Christmas trees remain fresh for at 

least two months.” 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/

canada/article-nova-scotia-professor-

striving-to-create-the-perfect-Christmas-

tree/ 

https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/news/

canada/we-are-the-pioneers-ns-prof-

striving-to-create-perfect-christmas-tree-

266756/  

The Co-op’s Annual General Meeting is 

scheduled for July 4, 2019, in 

Room 214, Administration Building at  

90 Research Drive, Bible Hill, NS.  

 

The Millennials who 

saved Christmas 
By Sheryl Dubois 

“Millennials’ Holiday Preferences Are Saving 

the Christmas Tree Industry” is the title of 

one blog out of the United States 

published in November 2018;  msn.com 

went with the more cautious headline, 

“Millennials Might be Saving the Christmas 

Tree Industry.”  

Millennials are important to the real 

Christmas tree industry for at least three  

reasons. 

Age. Millennials were born roughly 

between the years 1980 and the early 

2000s. They are 20- to almost 40-years old 

and are the people adding children to their 

lives. People with children are more likely to 

buy a Christmas tree of any kind than 

people without children.  

Attitude. The shopping habits of 

Millennials  demonstrate a penchant for 

“using natural products,” “buying local” and 

minimizing their environmental footprint. 

For a sizeable chunk of this group, only a 

real tree makes sense.  

Adventure. Millennials, more than other 

cohorts, seek out adventure, the outdoors, 

the experience. For millennials celebrating 

Christmas, trekking to a Christmas tree lot 

with friends or family to choose a tree   

seems a tailor-made tradition. Providing an 

experience and “an opportunity for a great 

selfie,” businesswire.com assures, will keep 

the Christmas tree lots buzzing.  
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/tourism-
cape-breton-parks-canada-visitors-marketing-data-
1.4469874; https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/bills-to
-pay/millennials-might-be-saving-the-christmas-tree-
industry/ar-BBQBwOL; 
https://www.inquisitr.com/5197203/ 
millennials-holiday-preferences-are-saving-the-
christmas-tree-industry/; https://
www.cbsnews.com/news/christmas-trees-
artificial-or-real-debate ; https://
www.businesswire.com/news/
home/20181113005347/en/Square-National-
Christmas-Tree-Association-Reveal-Millennials; 
https://www.citizentribune.com/news/business/
square-and-the-national-christmas-tree-
association-reveal-why-millennials/
article_8dc46b2c-94d4-5828-92a3-
dd62fb1e2474.html; http://
www.realchristmastrees.org/Portals/22/2018%
20membership/
SquareandTheNationalChristmasTreeAssociatio
nRevealWhyMillennials.pdf?ver=2018-12-01-
222736-523 

Forestry Practices 

Report 
November 30, 2018—Julie Towers, 

Deputy Minister of Nova Scotia 

Lands and Forestry communique:  

“As you know, Professor Bill Lahey 

released his  independent review of 

forest practices on August 21, 

2018.  You can find a copy of the 

report at: 

https://novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/

Forest_Review/   

“Since the release, the department 

h a s  b e e n  r e v i e w i n g 

and analysing the report and its 45 

recommendations in detail.  

“I am pleased to be able to share 

that government will be providing 

its response to Professor Lahey's 

Independent Review of Forest 

Practices this coming Monday, 

December 3rd.  

“Once the response is released, it 

will be available online at: 

https://novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/

Forest_Review/ .  

“Thank you for your continued 

interest in the management of our 

natural resources.” 

IN OTHER NEWS 
 

Request for Feedback 
NS Department of Agriculture requests 

your feedback regarding June freeze 

damage/or no freeze damage. Go to 

ctcns.com for the form or contact  

1-866-844-4276. 

Agristability 
LATE participation for 2018 

Ag r iStab i l i ty  p le ase  go  to 

www.agr.gc.ca/agristability 

or call  

1-866-367-8506.  
 

mailto:delong.farms@ns.sympatico.ca?subject=SMART%20Tree
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/tourism-cape-breton-parks-canada-visitors-marketing-data-1.4469874
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/tourism-cape-breton-parks-canada-visitors-marketing-data-1.4469874
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/tourism-cape-breton-parks-canada-visitors-marketing-data-1.4469874
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/bills-to-pay/millennials-might-be-saving-the-christmas-tree-industry/ar-BBQBwOL
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/bills-to-pay/millennials-might-be-saving-the-christmas-tree-industry/ar-BBQBwOL
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/bills-to-pay/millennials-might-be-saving-the-christmas-tree-industry/ar-BBQBwOL
https://www.inquisitr.com/5197203/millennials-holiday-preferences-are-saving-the-christmas-tree-industry/
https://www.inquisitr.com/5197203/millennials-holiday-preferences-are-saving-the-christmas-tree-industry/
https://www.inquisitr.com/5197203/millennials-holiday-preferences-are-saving-the-christmas-tree-industry/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/christmas-trees-artificial-or-real-debate
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/christmas-trees-artificial-or-real-debate
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/christmas-trees-artificial-or-real-debate
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20181113005347/en/Square-National-Christmas-Tree-Association-Reveal-Millennials
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20181113005347/en/Square-National-Christmas-Tree-Association-Reveal-Millennials
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20181113005347/en/Square-National-Christmas-Tree-Association-Reveal-Millennials
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20181113005347/en/Square-National-Christmas-Tree-Association-Reveal-Millennials
https://www.citizentribune.com/news/business/square-and-the-national-christmas-tree-association-reveal-why-millennials/article_8dc46b2c-94d4-5828-92a3-dd62fb1e2474.html
https://www.citizentribune.com/news/business/square-and-the-national-christmas-tree-association-reveal-why-millennials/article_8dc46b2c-94d4-5828-92a3-dd62fb1e2474.html
https://www.citizentribune.com/news/business/square-and-the-national-christmas-tree-association-reveal-why-millennials/article_8dc46b2c-94d4-5828-92a3-dd62fb1e2474.html
https://www.citizentribune.com/news/business/square-and-the-national-christmas-tree-association-reveal-why-millennials/article_8dc46b2c-94d4-5828-92a3-dd62fb1e2474.html
https://www.citizentribune.com/news/business/square-and-the-national-christmas-tree-association-reveal-why-millennials/article_8dc46b2c-94d4-5828-92a3-dd62fb1e2474.html
http://www.realchristmastrees.org/Portals/22/2018%20membership/SquareandTheNationalChristmasTreeAssociationRevealWhyMillennials.pdf?ver=2018-12-01-222736-523
http://www.realchristmastrees.org/Portals/22/2018%20membership/SquareandTheNationalChristmasTreeAssociationRevealWhyMillennials.pdf?ver=2018-12-01-222736-523
http://www.realchristmastrees.org/Portals/22/2018%20membership/SquareandTheNationalChristmasTreeAssociationRevealWhyMillennials.pdf?ver=2018-12-01-222736-523
http://www.realchristmastrees.org/Portals/22/2018%20membership/SquareandTheNationalChristmasTreeAssociationRevealWhyMillennials.pdf?ver=2018-12-01-222736-523
http://www.realchristmastrees.org/Portals/22/2018%20membership/SquareandTheNationalChristmasTreeAssociationRevealWhyMillennials.pdf?ver=2018-12-01-222736-523
http://www.realchristmastrees.org/Portals/22/2018%20membership/SquareandTheNationalChristmasTreeAssociationRevealWhyMillennials.pdf?ver=2018-12-01-222736-523
https://novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/Forest_Review/
https://novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/Forest_Review/
https://novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/Forest_Review/
https://novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/Forest_Review/
mailto:ctcns.com?subject=Publication%20J.%20Owen
https://novascotia.ca/agri/documents/crop-loss-information-form.pdf
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Christmas trees help support 

non-profits in Nova Scotia 
By Sheryl Dubois 

December 3, 2018 – Every year a certain number of non-

profits in Nova Scotia will sell fresh Christmas trees, 

wreaths or greenery as December fundraisers. 

Volunteers are often at the helm of these projects and 

that is the case at the Sackville Kinsmen real Christmas 

tree lot in Lower Sackville, Nova Scotia, where Leo 

Melanson and Ben Bishop of the Kinsmen Club of 

Sackville help customers select, trim, bale and load 

beautiful and full Balsam fir Christmas trees. 

The duo explained that the club supports the Atlantic 

Division of the Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society of Canada, 

Cystic Fibrosis Atlantic Canada and Newcap Radio’s 

Children’s Trust Fund,  helping children in Nova Scotia up 

to 18 years old in need of medical support, for example. 

For almost twenty years, according to long-time Kinsman 

Melanson, the Sackville Kinsmen have purchased 

Christmas trees from the Bridgewater area and sold them 

to raise funds. 

At their Christmas tree lot, two volunteers are on hand for 

each shift and the plan is to keep the lot open on 

weekends from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. as well as Monday to 

Friday from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the weeks to come. That 

is 114 volunteer work hours per week. 

The price for a real tree is comparable to last year 

according to Bishop. A tree up to 8’ will garner $30 while 

trees more than 8’ come with a $35 price tag. Baling is an 

extra charge of $3 and Melanson assures the fee and any 

tips go directly to support youth programming at the 

Sackville Public Library. 

Asked about the sale of trees so far Bishop noted almost 

40 trees were sold the first Saturday afternoon which was 

a bit busier than usual. 

While visiting the lot a friendly customer was quick to tell 

us that he and his wife, both now retired, were shopping 

a week earlier than usual for their tree due to concerns of 

a possible Christmas tree shortage in Nova Scotia. 

Melanson and Bishop hope to help sell 400 Christmas 

trees over the next few weeks. 

Do you know a non-profit selling real wreaths or trees to 

raise funds?  If so, please send journal@ctcns.com a note. 

CTCNS Donates Books to Libraries 

Across Nova Scotia 
From CTCNS Press Release, November 28, 2018 

Halifax, NS. - The Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia is donating 

80 copies of the children's book, 'The Little Tree by the Sea' to 

public libraries across the province. 

To celebrate National Christmas Tree Day, which takes place every 

year on the first Saturday in December, the Christmas Tree Council 

is donating books to the libraries across the province as a way to 

share this important part of our history. 

The Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia is committed to supporting 

growers and working with government, the public and other 

organizations to ensure the Christmas tree industry continues to be 

sustainable and thrive. 

"We are thrilled to be able to support the public libraries and the 

great work they do through todays donation. Although this has been a 

difficult year for Christmas tree growers across Nova Scotia with the June 

Freeze, we feel it is important to celebrate this beautiful 

tradition and share the story with more Nova Scotian families" said 

Angus Bonnyman, Executive Director, Christmas Tree Council of Nova 

Scotia. 

"Thanks to the generous donation from the Christmas Tree Council of 

Nova Scotia, 80 copies of the Nova Scotia book 'The Little Tree by 

the Sea' by John and Belle DeMont, our public libraries will be able 

to add the title to our collections and offer copies of the book as 

prizes for our colouring contest" said Angela Reynolds, Community 

Engagement Coordinator, Annapolis Valley Regional Library. 

The public libraries across Nova Scotia will be holding their second 

annual "What does your perfect Christmas tree look like?" colouring 

contest in December. 

'The Little Tree by the Sea' is a children's book that was written 

by John DeMont and illustrated by his daughter Belle DeMont. The 

book tells the story of Boston's role during the Halifax Explosion 

and how Halifax began to repay them for their generosity each year 

by giving them the gift of a Christmas tree, a tradition that still lives on. 

 

The Journal wishes all readers 

a restful and safe holiday 

and a very, 

very happy New Year. 

mailto:journal@ctcns.com
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Farm Family 

Support  Centre 
 

Farm Family Support Centre’s 

confidential and immediate services 

24/7 for farmers and their families in 

Nova Scotia. Absolutely free and 

confidential. 

1-844-880-9142  
People call for many reasons, according 

t o  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  h t t p s : / /

www.farmsafetyns.ca/farm-family-

support-center/ including mental health, 

stress, depression, anxiety, anger, crisis 

situations, life transitions, addictions, 

finances, legal and more health and 

wellness related issues. This service is 

supported by Farm Safety Nova Scotia. 

Yours to use.  

PHOTO Top Leo Melanson and Ben Bishop 

volunteer at the Sackville Kinsman Christmas 

tree lot for a yearly fundraiser; they sell 

Christmas trees in Lower Sackville.  

(Sheryl Dubois) 

https://www.farmsafetyns.ca/farm-family-support-center/
https://www.farmsafetyns.ca/farm-family-support-center/
https://www.farmsafetyns.ca/farm-family-support-center/
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Oh, Christmas Trees  by Sheryl Dubois 

“Experiences” made it to the top of some lists as the best 

gifts to give (and get) this year. For example, a Halifax Re-

gional Municipality recycling campaign Facebook (FB) 

poster (see left) encourages readers to “Make memories, 

not waste.” The poster presents a “Hierarchy of giv-

ing” (nicely done using a Christmas tree as a backdrop!) 

and there it is, right near the top: “Experiences and Mem-

berships.” Don’t give someone a tree; take them out to get 

one.  

Other FB posters paying homage to the Christmas tree 

image include an eye-catching design for the Halifax Mu-

sic Co-op’s Inventions 2018 (see above). Every year Halifax 

Music selects two Nova Scotia bands and adds a music 

director, full orchestra and choir. The result is a weekend of 

shows  called Inventions and an awesome fundraiser.   

A third FB photo featuring a Christmas tree was taken by 

Wanda Gates-Murphy (see next page). The tree can be 

seen on Porcupine Hill in New Ross, day and night, 

adorned as it is with red Christmas tree lights. The tree sits 

on a newly excavated site dedicated to the memory of 

Ruby Webber (2016-2017), the Murphy’s granddaughter. 

A Christmas tree producer, Marty Murphy is working with 

Sheena Isenor and others at the newly minted New Ross 

Trail Society (NRTS) as well as Gordon Tate, the Active Liv-

ing Coordinator for Municipality of Chester to see that the 

trail is accessible, safe and insured. Murphy intends to 

continue working the trees around the trails. Tate says trail 

access can boost the local economy, provide opportuni-

ties for the community (for hikes, snowshoeing, etc.) and 

ultimately benefit the health of individuals. Well done, little 

Ruby.  
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PHOTO Ruby’s Tree A Christmas tree 

donning red lights, for all to see, sits atop 

Porcupine Hill in New Ross, NS. The area and 

adjoining trails are currently under 

development. The memorial will be part of a 

greater trail network. (Wanda Gates-Murphy) 
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Journal Print Subscriptions are INCLUDED with every Nova Scotia Christmas Tree Association membership.  

Sign me up! I would like to receive (or give) the next four issues of The NS CT Journal in print! 

Name of Recipient:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Code: _______________________________________ Home Phone: ______________________________  

Phone: _______________________________________ This is a gift 

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

I am enclosing a cheque for CDN $30.00 (tax and postage included) for the next four issues, mailed to Canadian address 

I am enclosing a cheque for USD $40.00 (tax and postage included) for the next four issues, mailed to USA address 

For information re: overseas mailing addresses, please contact outreach@ctcns.com or 1-855-NSBALSA Ext. #1/1-855-672-2572. 

Please make cheque payable to “Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia” and mail to: 

CTCNS, Box 8, Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia B0K 1V0. Thank you for your interest and subscription.   

Thank you for sharing your 

photos and stories 

with the Journal!  

Journal@ctcns.com 

 

Safety courses 

available online  
 http://farmsafetyns.online-

compliance.com/ 

Lockout/Tagout, Worker H & S 

Safety Awareness, Workplace 

Hazards and WHMIS 

Forest Nova Scotia  
will be holding its  

Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
January 29 & 30, 2019 

Halifax Marriott 
Harbourfront Hotel  

To register call: 
902-895-1179 

Christmas Tree Levy Information 
All persons who produce Christmas trees for sale to a consumer, retail-

er, or export market are required under the law—Christmas Tree Regu-

lations contained in the Nova Scotia Forests Act—to: 

i. Register in writing with Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia, and  

ii. Remit 2018 records along with appropriate levies to the Council by 

February 1st, 2019 (Box 8, Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia B0K 1V0). 

Forms are included in the Winter edition of the Nova Scotia Christmas 

Tree Journal mailed out in early January 2019 to registered producers 

and brokers. Registration forms are easily obtained by sending an email 

to: outreach@ctcns.com or calling 1-855-NSBalsa (1-855-672-2572) or 

mailing Box 8, Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia B0K 1V0. 

Please be advised that levy compliance is under increased review, 

audit, and enforcement. 

If cash flow prevents you from remitting payment by the deadline please 

complete and send the levy form by February 1, 2019. 

Thank you in advance for your time and effort. It is only with the cooper-

ation of all parties that a fair and equitable system can be maintained 

and the work to support research, develop and, importantly, promote the 

Nova Scotia Christmas Tree industry can continue. 

http://farmsafetyns.online-compliance.com/
http://farmsafetyns.online-compliance.com/
mailto:info@ctcns.com
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Small circle matte sticker 1.5” x 1.5” 
24-pack $5 each plus 15% HST 
Large circle matte sticker 3” x 3”  
6-pack  $5 each plus 15% HST  
Envelope stickers 24-pk $5 each plus 15% HST 

Banner   2.5’ x 8’    $100 each  
plus 15% HST 

ORDER FORM 
 
 

NAME 

 
COMPANY NAME 
 
 
MAILING ADDRESS - STREET AND NUMBER 

 
 
 
TOWN/CITY/RR# 

 
PROVINCE 

 
POSTAL CODE 
 

 

PHONE NUMBER 
 

EMAIL 
 
 
 

Please send cheque and this order form to:  
CTCNS, Box 8, Tatamagouche, NS B0K 1V0 
Please make cheques payable to 
Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia 
Questions? info@ctcns.com 1-855-672-2572. Thank you! 

Item Number  

ordered  

[a] 

Price 

each 

[b] 

Total = [a] x [b]  

 

[a] x [b] 

Cap  $15.00 [c]  

Tote bag  $15.00 [d] 

Sm.stickers  $5.00 [e] 

Lg. sticker  $5.00 [f] 

Env. stickers  $5.00 [g] 

Banner  $100.00 [h] 

SUB TOTAL Add [c] to [h] [i] = 

Add tax HST 15% on [i] [j] 

Book (1-9)  $15.00 [k] 

10 Books Pk.  $139.50 [l] 

 Add tax 5% book sales only on [k] and [l] [m] 

= TOTAL [i] to [m] 

 Check for FREE gift  tags! FREE  FREE  FREE 

Hats, bags and tags 
It’s Christmas Keep it Real merchandise. FREE shipping within 

the Maritimes OR arrange pick-up with Brittany Frenette 

outreach@ctcns.com. 

Adjustable, light-weight, wheat coloured 
premium Cap   $15 each  plus 15% HST 

Two-tone Tote Bag $15 each 
plus 15% HST  

The Little Tree by the Sea $15.00 each OR  

10 for $13.95  Plus 5% HST 

mailto:Jennifer.Clarke@wcb.ns.ca
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SAVE THE DATE 

2019 
Early January 2019   

Winter Journal published 

January 16—CTCNS Meeting 

(storm date January 23) 

January 29-30 Forest Nova 

Scotia AGM 

February 1  Deadline for levy  

remittances 

March 2—Woodland 

Conference Digby, NS 

March 16 - NeCTA   IPM  

(Integrated Pest  Management 

Training)  

March 23 - LCCTPA Spring 

Technical Session, West 

Northfield Fire Hall 

April 6—CCTPA Cobequid 

Spring Session 

April 13—LCCTPA Seffernville 

Workday 

April 13— Woodland 

Conference, Grand Desert, NS 

April  SPRING JOURNAL 

April 15 Woodland Owner of  

the Year nominations close 

April 27 LCCTPA  PRCP  

(Pesticide  Recertification Points 

Training)  

April 27—Woodland 

Conference Cape Breton, NS 

May, 15 2019  CTCNS  

Annual General Meeting 

July 4  SMART Tree Annual 

General Meeting 

September   14— Seffernville 

Experimental Lot work day 

September 28—LCCTPA Fall 

Field Day 

December  7, 2019—Canadian 

National Christmas  Tree Day  

For SALE 
etayl@eastlink.ca 

$125.00  

Hardi Backpack Sprayer  

Send  
your 
Save 
The 

Dates 
journal 

@ 

ctcns 

.com 

For SALE 
Homemade retail baler,  

single axel, gas powered,  

18” cone, stored inside 

Murray Crouse 

 902-634-1908 

For SALE 
Howey Bailer $6,500 

Wayne Higgins  

WayneHiggins@live.ca 

BUY  SELL 

LEASE 

Ads 

FREE with any 

NS Regional 

Association 

membership in 

good standing;  

$10.00/ad for 

non-members 

For LEASE 
Tree lot for Lease 

Approximately 20 acres in 

 Upper Musquodoboit 

WayneHiggins@live.ca 

Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency 

(CFIA) 

NS Regional Office 

 902-536-1010  
Inspection.gc.ca  
Some keys for Nova 

Scotia forests: 

Brown Spruce Longhorn 
Beetle  

Dutch Elm Disease 

European Gypsy Moth 

European Larch Canker 

Hemlock Woolly 
Adelgid 

mailto:journal@ctcns.com
mailto:journal@ctcns.com
mailto:journal@ctcns.com
mailto:journal@ctcns.com
mailto:WayneHiggins@live.ca
mailto:WayneHiggins@live.ca
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Help 

when 

you  

need 

i t  
 

Farm Safety 

Nova Scotia  

902-  893-2293  

info@farmsafetyns.ca     

www.farmsafetyns.ca  

________________ 
 

Jennifer Clarke  

Relationship Manager,  

Workers' 

Compensation 

Board 

Nova Scotia    

902-497-2774  

Jennifer.Clarke@wcb.ns.ca 

mailto:(902)%20893-2293%20%20%20e:%20info@farmsafetyns.ca
mailto:https://www.farmsafetyns.ca/contact/
mailto:Jennifer.Clarke@wcb.ns.ca
mailto:Jennifer.Clarke@wcb.ns.ca
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COMPLIMENTS OF 

C H R I S T M A S  T R E E  C O U N C I L  O F  N O V A  S C O T I A  

i n f o @ c t c n s . c o m  1 - 8 8 8 - N S B A L S A  C T C N S . C O M  

February 1—Nova Scotia Christmas Tree Levy due      May 15 — Annual General Meeting     Spring Field Days     Summer Exhibitions     Fall Field Days     

IMAGE printed with permission © Can Stock Photo / Ostapenko Olena 

 

 

 


