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There is no slowing down for the
Christmas Tree Council of Nova
Scotia. Since last issue Council welcomed back a friendly face in Angus Bonnyman, who agreed to take
the reins as Executive Director. Of
his contributions so far, Council
unveiled a new mailing address and
toll free phone number for growers
and the public alike.

1-855-NSBalsa
Mike Keddy returns as President
and is responsible for recruiting the
energetic Bonnyman. Council hired
Laura Brining, a co-op student, to
fulfill the duties of CTCNS Outreach
Coordinator. The administration of
CTCNS has moved to Tatamagouche. LCCTPA is celebrating its
50th Anniversary and SMART Tree
is celebrating several disclosures.
We have a children’s book to tell
you about as well as the dates of
the Boston Tree events. This issue
welcomes Workers’ Compensation
Board as a regular contributor, offering vital safety advice and there
are a host of great advertisers, old
and new. So hold on to your shears
Christmas tree growers, indeed
these are exciting times.
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CTCNS President’s Message
By Mike Keddy
As harvest season rapidly approaches, most of us are
focused on finishing our shearing (at least this year’s harvest), spraying and machinery maintenance - yet there is
a renewed optimism within the industry that we have not
felt for a number of years. There have been modest price
increases to growers and demand is reasonably strong,
with a good sell through on the retail end, growers may
see more increases in upcoming years. Let’s hope so.
If, as suggested, this industry upswing is the beginning of
a major shift in supply and demand, then how do we
(Continued on p 2)
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President’s Report

(Continued from p1)

position our industry when supply and demand level out? The promotion of our product when things are improving in the market
place is our challenge - making balsam once
again, one of the most desirable trees in the
market place is a necessity for long-term success.
The timing could not be better for the work
of Dr. Lada and his team of internationally
recognized researches, to give our industry
that edge needed for that long-term success.
Their work in producing a superior balsam will
promote balsam to a whole new level. There
is no doubt that these trees will command a
premium price and allow us to reinvest and
further strengthen our position within the
industry.

Council will continue to represent the industry
and work with Governments, Associations,
local, national and international groups, to be
a strong voice for Nova Scotia’s Christmas
tree industry. One of our best tools is the improved look and content of our journal,
thanks to the hard work of our editor Sheryl
Dubois. The journal will now go to all 52 offices of our provincial politicians, numerous depar tments and other associations
aligned with our industry. Every Association
member will receive a paper copy in the
mail. We are very fortunate to welcome Angus Bonnyman back as our Executive Director.
His previous work with Council will benefit us
greatly. His level of professionalism and
knowledge are assets that will serve us
well as we move forward together.
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Mike Keddy (right) and Richard Levy (left) promoting Christmas trees at Meet Your Farmer
at Mic Mac Mall in Dartmouth NS—a two-day NSFA event held each August. Here they
display a banner celebrating 50th Anniversary of LCCTPA.
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CTCNS Executive Director’s Report
By Angus Bonnyman
Dear growers, exporters and friends of the industry,
I have to say that I am really excited to be back as your Executive Director, and I am looking
forward to working with all of you to make the Christmas Tree Council a success. As you may
have heard, we have a number of priorities: improving communications, increasing levy compliance, improving our operations and reconnecting with our stakeholders.
One of the first things I wanted to do was to strengthen our Journal, and I am pleased to
report that we are now back to mailing a printed copy of the Journal on a quarterly basis to
all of our subscribers across Nova Scotia, into New Brunswick, and beyond. I would like to
take a moment to thank our advertisers who make this possible: please support them and
be sure to mention that you saw their ad here. If you have ideas of potential advertisers,
please send their contact details to me and I’d be happy to follow-up.
We are very fortunate to have Sheryl Dubois with us as our Journal Editor. I am very impressed with the way that she has been able to get a feel for the industry so quickly, and
write articles that are of interest to both growers and the general public.
Our next issue will be coming out in late December/early January and will be sent to all levy
payors, and it will also include forms and information concerning the levy, so watch your
mailboxes.
I’d also like to welcome Laura Brining, our new Outreach Coordinator who will be with us for
the Fall on a co-op placement from the Mount’s PR program. You can read a bit more about
Laura and her role on pg 5.
With regards to the levy, our focus has been, and continues to be making the system fair and
equitable to all. While the majority of growers and exporters do a good job of remitting their
levy, too many fail to remit properly, and that needs to stop. Along with the Levy Compliance
Committee, we are working on several initiatives to improve compliance – closing the refund
loophole, conducting compliance audits and making use of Conservation Officers in enforcement activities. For more on this topic, please see below.
Finally, you’ll notice some changes when it comes to Council business. After many years of excellent support from the NSFA, we’ve
decided to take the administration back in-house. We’re moving
our virtual office from the NSFA to my hometown and we’ve added
a toll-free number 1-855-NSBALSA so that you can reach us more
easily while cutting costs.
That’s it for now. Thank you for inviting me back. I’d like to send
huge congratulations to LCCTPA on their 50th anniversary celebrations (along with my regrets, my in-laws are in town, so you know
I’d rather have been there ;), as well as the SMART Tree Co-op on
the licencing of their technology – a major milestone in their journey. Best wishes for a safe and successful harvest.

Levy Notice
In order to be the voice of the industry in Nova Scotia, to promote
real, fresh and local trees, to pursue research activities and support
growers, even to provide the Journal that you’re reading, the Christmas Tree Council looks to a number of sources for its annual budget. One of the major sources of funding comes from the levy paid
on Christmas trees by growers and exporters.
Recently I have heard some confusion about who is responsible for
remitting the levy. It might be most simple to think about it as a
cost of the grower … the broker or exporter might send it in, but
they will be deducting it from what is paid or payable to the grower.
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CTCNS Levy Notice
Continued from p3

There has also been some confusion with the definition of
“roadside value”, and all of the math that goes along with it. At a
recent Council meeting, a motion was passed to establish the
“roadside value” of trees at $10/tree, meaning that levy of $0.10
(plus 15% HST) will be payable on all trees harvested in Nova
Scotia. For those who produce trees with a roadside value of less
than $10/tree, they may continue to send in 1% of the roadside
value of the trees along with copies of the invoices where those
trees were sold.
It’s reasonably straightforward if a grower sells trees directly to
the end user. For each tree they sell, they need to report the
sales and remit 10 cents per tree to Council by February 1st.
If you sell your trees to a broker, and they market them on your
behalf, the broker should deduct an amount equal to 10 cents
per tree from what you are paid for your trees, and this should be
shown on the invoice or cheque stub (so, for the $10 worth of
trees sold, you would be paid $9.90, and $0.10 would be sent to
Council, if you ignore any applicable taxes).
If you sell your trees to an exporter, then the last person to touch
the trees in Nova Scotia should be sending in 10 cents per tree,
but ultimately it is the grower’s responsibility.
If in doubt, please get in touch with me (angus@ctcns.com or 1855-NSBALSA) and I’ll be happy to discuss it with you.
Refunds – we have been lobbying for a change in the Christmas
Tree Levy Regulations to remove the refund provisions as it makes
it more difficult for Council to plan its activities when the revenue
stream is unpredictable. To add your voice to the public consul-
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tation that is currently taking place, please tear off the back page
of this issue, sign it and send it off to Minister Miller or your MLA
– I’m sure they would be happy to hear from you.
Audits – the Committee has engaged Brad McCallum, P.Ag. of
the Agri-Commodity Management Assn to conduct audits on 11
growers/exporters and report back with the results of his work.
Enforcement – given that the Christmas Tree Levy Regulations
are part of the Forests Act, failure to comply with the Regulations
are an offence under the Act and are punishable with fines or jail
time. To paraphrase the Act: it is illegal to buy or sell Christmas
trees in Nova Scotia without being registered with Council; sales
of trees grown in Nova Scotia must be reported to Council; and,
a levy equal to 1% of the roadside value (so, 10 cents per tree on
a $10 tree) must be remitted by February 1st of the following year.
We are aware that there are several exporters that are operating
illegally in Nova Scotia as they have not registered with Council
or remitted levies.
We have met with representatives in the Enforcement Division of
the Department of Environment and established a system for
reporting these folks to Conservation Officers so that they can
investigate and write tickets as appropriate. If you know of any
such illegal activity, please call me or your nearest DNR office and
ask to speak with the Conservation Officer on duty, or call 1-800565-2224 (… it’s the same number as reporting poachers).
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CTCNS Outreach Coordinator
By Laura Brining

My name is Laura and I am a fifth-year student at Mount Saint Vincent University in Halifax. I am completing my degree in Public Relations with a minor in Marketing. My
position as the Outreach Coordinator with the CTCNS will be my third
and final co-op placement. My past
placements include Program Assistant at the Nova Scotia Division of
the Arthritis Society and Marketing
Assistant at Pete’s Fine Foods.
I was born and raised in Ottawa,
although my Mother and family are
from Stellarton, Nova Scotia. I
looked forward to visiting Nova
Scotia multiple times every year
throughout my childhood, and
spent much of my summers exploring the province.

Laura Brining at LCCTPA
50th Anniversary Field Day
(Submitted by Laura
Brining)

Cobequid Christmas Tree
Producers’ Association
By Matt Priest, President
After missing one year, we put together an exhibit at the
Nova Scotia Provincial Exhibition in Truro this summer. Tree
and wreath entries were down but thank you those who did
send in entries.

Bill Smith won “People’s Choice” and received a Stihl Chainsaw donated by McGinley’s in Truro.
Jeff Reeves won first place for the “Provincial Christmas Tree”.
Congratulations to both and them.
We recently held our fall meeting in Belmont. We discussed
the exhibition and changes we hope to make next year to
help draw in more people. We also had a shearing discussion and demonstration. Adrian Samson was present to discuss pests and diseases in our tree stands.
Cheers to all and all the best for the upcoming season!

In my free time I enjoy cooking,
running, traveling, and spending
time outdoors.
I am very excited to be working
with the CTCNS and gaining valuable experience through this co-op
placement!

Email
nltreefarms@bellaliant.net

Northeastern Christmas Tree Association (NECTA)
By Craig Cartwright, President
Greetings to all from the Northeast corner of the Province.
As summer fades to fall, another harvest season quickly approaches. It's been a great growing season
in this part of the province and the trees are looking great! Good quality trees and increased market
demand will hopefully lead to a successful harvest and marketing season for growers throughout the
province.

NECTA held our AGM September 13th at the St. Andrews Community Centre. Despite a last- second
scheduling change, the event was well attended. Manager Norman MacIsaac delivered his report and
was hopeful and optimistic that the increased demand would lead to an increase in sales and prices to
growers.
Our guest speaker was Jim DeLong who presented an update on the SMART tree program. It was
great to hear that after many years of hard work, it looks like seedlings will be available to share holders in the relatively near future.

Angus Bonnyman also addressed the crowd and gave an update on Nova Scotia Christmas Tree Council’s activities and introduced
Laura Brining, the new Outreach Coordinator for CTCNS. Laura had a chance to speak and inform the audience about some of the work
and initiatives that she will be undertaking during her work term.
Richard Levy also spoke and informed members about the events that the Lunenburg association will be holding as part of their 50th
anniversary celebrations. On behalf of NECTA's Board of Directors, staff and membership at large, I would like to pass along
congratulations to the Lunenburg Association on reaching such a special milestone and offer thanks for everything their association has
(Continued on p 6)
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(NECTA) Continued from p 6
done to advance the Christmas tree industry in this province.
NECTA will be holding our annual fall field day Saturday September 30th at Scott MacKinnon's farm in St. Andrews from 10am -12pm.
Topics to be covered include: planting, weed control, and shearing amongst others. It promises to be an informative day and we
encourage you to attend.
Lastly I would like to pass along, as I did at NECTA's AGM, that after careful consideration, I will not be re-offering for another term as
president. Due to overwhelming personal and professional commitments, I find it impossible to dedicate the time required of this
important position. I would like to thank everyone from members to staff and the board of directors for this opportunity, it has been a
great experience..
EMAIL SALES@NECTA.NS.CA

WEBSITE NOVASCOTIACHRISTMASTREES.CA PHONE 1-877-783-2758

2017 Eastern Nova Scotia Exhibition
Christmas Tree Competition
Submitted by Chrissy Trenholm
Overall Points
1st—Raymond Halloran
2nd-Scott MacKinnon, Craig Cartwright
3rd—Travis Long, Fraser MacMaster
4th—Chrissy Trenholm, Jack Gillis
5th– John MacIsaac
Grand Champion—Fraser MacMaster
Reserve Champion (Bill Stuart Memorial) - Travis Long
Overall Points (NECTA Trophy) - Raymond Halloran
Runner up Overall Points Scott MacKinnon, Craig Cartwright

2017 South Shore Exhibition
Christmas Tree Competition
Submitted by Danielle Wile
The LCCTPA held a “People’s Choice” award this year, sponsored by OCR Equipment, with $50 prize to the grower of the
winning tree (Jeff Reeves) and $50 to Rylen Feener of Mahone
Bay for his vote, selected by a random draw from entries.
Other awards at the South Shore Exhibition include:










Champion Sheared Balsam 4’6” – 6’6” - Anzil Blackadar
Champion Sheared Balsam 6’6” – 8’6” - Bolivar Farms
Champion Sheared Balsam 8’6” – 10’6” – Bolivar Farms
Champion Sheared Pine – Anzil Blackadar
Champion Sheared Open 6’6” – 8’6” – Jeff Reeves
Grand Champion Christmas Tree – Bolivar Farms
Champion Balsam Fir Christmas Wreath – Shawn Fancy
Champion Overall Points Winner – Anzil Blackadar
People’s Choice – Jeff Reeves

Congratulations to all our growers for their participation in this
year’s competition.
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2017 Wreath and Christmas Tree Competition, Eastern Nova
Scotia Exhibition (PHOTO Chrissy Trenholm)

Right, Wayne Bolivar
of Bolivar Farms receiving awards from
President
Richard
Levy, for Sheared Balsam 6’6”-8’6”, Sheared
Balsam 8’6”-10’6 and
$100, donated
by
Cross Small Engine
Repair, for Grand
Champion Christmas
Tree. Bottom right,
Anzil Blackadar receiving an award for Champion Sheared Balsam
4’6”-6’6”, Sheared Pine
6’6”-8’6” and a Chainsaw
donated
by
Bridgewater Framers
Co-op for Overall
Points Winner.
(PHOTOS submitted
by Danielle Wile)
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Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers’ Association (LCCTPA)
By Richard Levy, President LCCTPA
Hello from the president of the LCCTPA.
I believe the increased demand for Christmas trees talked about
for the past couple of years has finally reached Nova Scotia.
There are many Christmas tree producers and exporters who
have stated they are receiving new inquiries for trees because
the tree provider that they had in the past can no longer meet
the demand, their previous supplier is no longer in the tree
business or they are sold out.
This is good news for tree producers. As we experience an increase in demand we will also see an increase in tree prices to
the producer. The old saying about supply and demand controlling the price of goods will certainly apply in our Christmas
tree situation as well.
There has been a noticeable reduction in Christmas tree producers which is evident by the number of tree lots that have
been left unmanaged and have returned to their natural wild
state. Drive through the country roads of rural Nova Scotia and
one will quickly see tree lots that have been abandoned.

Miles Russell of New Ross who will unfortunately be leaving the
Executive once this event is completed.
The Special Events Committee deserves credit but could not
have completed the task had it not been for the very capable
organizing abilities of our Secretary Danielle Wile who did so
much work in getting the agenda finalized, promotion items
ordered, invitations sent out, agenda completed and more than
anything else, keeping the special events committee and the
LCCTPA executive on track. “A SPECIAL THANK YOU” goes to
Danielle.
My hope would be that many reading this report will have
been in attendance at our 50th Celebration, taken in the
planned events and also taken some time to view the great
display of exhibits from the past at the museum complex.
Year 2017 looks like a good year to be in the Christmas tree
business. Trees are healthy and markets look promising. If we
can avoid both natural and man-made disasters, we should see
strong demand for trees in years to come.

Trees in our part of the province are looking good this season
with few reports of frost or insect damage. I have been speaking to some producers who are seeing light numbers of Needle
Gall Midge which is an indication we should all be on the look
out in the Spring of 2018 and to take appropriate action if necessary to prevent tree damage.

I know the destruction caused by the recent hurricanes will
have a definite impact on some markets this year. Many in the
areas hit by the hurricanes have lost everything they worked so
long and hard for and restoration will take a long time. We
need to all try to help those impacted wherever and however
we can. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all those affected.

The LCCTPA Executive has been busy during the past couple of
months with the South Shore Exhibition, the Christmas tree
Competition and the operation of the booth/building we have
on the Exhibition grounds.

Hope you all have a great year and as always look forward to
meeting both old and new faces in the Christmas tree industry.

There were a good number of tree
entries and this year we introduced a
“People’s Choice” tree where the visiting public could, through an entry
ballot, select the tree they liked best
from all entries. There were nearly 200
ballots entered. The best tree selected
(People’s Choice) received a $50.00
prize. A winner was also selected from
the ballots for the winning tree and
they received a $50.00 prize. There
seemed to be a lot of interest and we
will certainly be doing this again next
year.

EMAIL INFO@CHRISTMASTREEPRODUCERS.COM
WEBSITE CHRISTMASTREEPRODUCERS.COM

By the time you read this report we will
have finalized the agenda and celebrated Year 50 of the LCCTPA. It has
been good to be a part of the organizing, and witness the great cooperation within the Association’s Executive and the Special Events Committee chaired by the very capable
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SMART
Christmas Tree
Research
Cooperative
By James De Long
A quick review
SMART is the acronym for
Senesence Modulated Abscission Regulating Technology.
The SMART Christmas Tree is
the technical foundation of
the Christmas Tree research
program.

SMART Tree Seedlings (Photo submitted by Jim DeLong)

The SMART tree is the Christmas tree with superior capacities in needle retention,
colour, pest and disease resistance, architecture, responsive shearing characteristics and overall consumer
appeal.

CRC Moves
The Christmas Tree Research
Center (CRC) closed its major
operation and location at 90
Research Drive with the end
of our funding program. Dr.
Raj Lada, Ph. D., Principle
Investigator of the SMART
Christmas Tree Research project set up an interim lab at
Cox Institute to complete the
required reports.
Phytocultures
As you would know by now
from previous articles in the
CT Journal, the SMART tree
gene bank materials are in
the protective custody of
Dalhousie University. Portions of these materials have
been transferred to Phytocultures Ltd., a plant reproduction company in Clyde
River, PEI.
Phytocultures is presently
ramping up Somatic Embrogenisis (cloning) and further
developing the technology
of reproduction from laboratory volume to commercial
capacity
First in line
Just as a personal comment,
when these seedlings are
ready for sale, I will be the
first guy in line to buy some. I
presently plant locally
sourced seedlings that are
from locally sourced seed,
and the plants are an excellent version of what I expect.
Many trees are really good.
Some not so much. I know
the plants will yield a variety
of trees.

Don Northcott from Phytocultures Ltd. and Gerald Keddy chat at the LCCTPA 50th Anniversary
Field Day. Phytocultures Ltd. is the company bringing SMART Tree seedlings to market.
Founded in 1986, the company is a leader in plant propagation. (Photo by Marty Murphy)

8

With the SMART seedlings, I
choose from the different
lines available and I know
what the trees will look and
behave like. I can plant
knowing all are high quality
genetic trees.

SMART Tree
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SMART Tree seedlings (Photo submitted by Jim DeLong)

What is next?
Going forward, the SMART Co-op will be tasked with developing
a sales brochures, displaying pictures of SMART parent tree characteristics and prices.
Dalhousie University, the Industry liaison and Innovation Office are
presently putting the Lease Agreements together for the other
disclosure technologies.
First, there are NADA (Needle Abcision Delaying Agents) products
designed to extend needle life.
The second disclosure is ICE (integrated controlled environment)
and it is this research that will give us better storage and shipment
technology.
Murray Crouse is one of the Commercialization Committee members for ICE Technology and he has done a lot of investigating
which he reported to SMART Co-op meetings.
Many if not most fruit and vegetable commodities have developed similar technologies and could not compete in today’s market without them. There science is similar but very different in
detail.
Finally, still undisclosed - but very successful – is ART (Artificial
Root Technology). This particular technology will preserve stored
trees longer.
Thank you again for your support. There are still some shares to
purchase, YOU CAN CONTACT ME anytime!
delong.farms@ns.sympatico.ca
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SMART Tree
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Christmas tree Research Centre (CRC)
By Dr. Raj Lada, Ph. D, Professor and Founding Director, CRC
Department of Plant, Food and Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture, Dalhousie Agricultural Campus, Dalhousie University
Greetings from the Christmas tree Research Centre (CRC).
I am pleased to provide a report relating
to the developments and advancements
of Christmas tree Research Centre.

The lease for the CRC labs and offices at

enescence

winding down their research and started
writing their thesis. Jingyi will be defending
her thesis by December 1st week. Ernest
will be defending his PhD thesis by January-February. Ernest is completing his last
experiment to understand how the postharvest mechanical stresses can affect the

odulated

bscission

contribute to Christmas tree industry, we
need to act now to generate funds as I do
not want the hard work of 10 years establishing CRC as a world-class centre to die.
I would like to call upon all to reflect on
this and help me help the industry - to

egulated

echnology

Seedlings with all the components of the ideal Christmas tree – defined architecture, strong and memorable aroma,
deep and consistent color and of course, the best needle retention. That’s a SMART tree.
Get your share today.

the Perennial park ended and CRC has
moved to Cox Building on Dalhousie Agricultural Campus at the Department of
Plant, Food, and Environmental Sciences. I
would like to thank the Faculty of Agriculture and the Department of Plant, Food,
and Environmental Sciences for providing
space for CRC. This move will help our
graduate students, postdoctoral fellow
and the research staff to get connected
with others in the Department, and as well,
we don’t have to pay rent. The facilities at
Cox are fully functional now.
Yet another significant development over
the past month is that all our SE seedlings
are planted in the field, and part of the SE
germplasm are shared with the SMART
Research Cooperative, which will be planted in two different undisclosed locations
to avoid any risk. We continue to provide
support to the third party, Phytocultures
when they meet with any challenge.
Research in Molecular Genetics platform is
progressing well. We have identified significant difference in SNPs between high and
low Needle Abscission Resistant phenotypes and we could use to screen SE lines
using molecular markers to confirm that
they are high NAR SE lines in the future,
and as well we could identify the SMART
Christmas trees.
All our Master’s and PhD students are

tree water status and trying to explain
whether needle loss is directly triggered by
mechanical stresses or through changes in
tree water status induced by mechanical
stress. Once we know this, we can adjust
our postharvest mechanical operations
and optimize it to reduce the impact of
mechanical stress on trees.

advance and make it as a model for the
future.
I am a great optimist and with your
help and support we can keep our
CRC to continue to function to support our activities, research and development needs, and to meet the
challenges of the future.

All the graduate students
were awarded Travel
Grant to travel to Hawaii
to participate in American
Society of Horticultural
Science (ASHS) conference from 15-22nd, September and presented
their research, which was
received very well.

We are in the process of
writing our Final report
that needs to be submitted to ACOA. We are at
the final moments of finishing our ACOA project
and we hope to complete
our report and submit to
ACOA on time.
At this point of time, if we
need the Christmas tree
Research Centre to continue our research, to
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World-class Research
Centre develops
technology to improve
pest resistance,
longevity of Balsam
Firs

effect of LED lighting on cut Christmas
trees and reported by 2010 that that the
Balsam fir will last many times longer with
LED lights and particularly, white lights.
Not only good for the longevity of the

tree, notably, LED lights do not ever
produce enough heat to aflame a well
ventilated Christmas tree.
Other investigations of the CTC include
integrated controlled environment (ICE

By Sheryl Dubois
The impact of technology on agriculture
is as fascinating as it is old. Hand tools,
means of transportation, artificial light
and even drones (quadcopters) are
touted as breakthroughs of their time,
helping take agriculture to the next level
of production.
The September 2017 issue of National
Geographic reports research investigating
the relationship between LED lighting and
the life of tomatoes and potatoes,
celebrates greenhouses in Siberia and
claims the small northern country of
Holland is a “world leader in agriculture
innovation” and production.

Our very own, one-of-a-kind, Christmas
Tree Research Centre (CTC) studied the
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SMART trees on display at LCCTPA 50th Anniversary Celebration and Field
Day. Jim DeLong (right), President of SMART Christmas tree Research
Cooperative and Mike Keddy, President of CTCNS discuss SMART Tree
(Photo Marty Murphy)
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SMART Tree
technology), NADA, a needle abscission
delaying agent (a chemical additive that
prolongs the life of the tree), needle
abscission prevention agents (NAPA),
cold acclimation induction agents (CAIA),
artificial root technologies (ART), and
integrated pest management (IPM).
Of course SMART Tree is all about how to
assure a balsam fir seedling is developed
from balsam fir trees with the very best
attributes – pest resistance, presentation,
color, aroma, longevity, needle retention.
While today consumers can expect a tree

to retain its features for up to 20 days, the
SMART tree will provide up to 60 days of
pure enjoyment. That’s a big advantage
in the marketplace.

including New Brunswick will share the
privilege.

Tasked with taking the technology from
the laboratory to commercialization is
Phytocultures Ltd., located in Prince
Edward Island.

EMAIL DELONG.FARMS@NS.SYMPATICO.CA
CELL 902-521-3279

The company will produce and supply
the seedlings.
Next steps according to Jim DeLong,
President of Christmas Tree Research
Cooperative is to oversee the business
plan and raise money to move forward.
For DeLong, funding the research is
biggest challenge as the technology
developed to raise the ideal Christmas
tree really has no limits.
When the seedlings are ready for
purchase, SMART Tree shareholders will
be the first and only customers.
Eventually, all Maritimes provinces

Not a shareholder? You can change that.
Contact Jim DeLong today.

Sources: Jim DeLong, http://
www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2017/09/
holland-agriculture-sustainable-farming/ http://
www.npr.org/2010/12/10/131967516/ChemistryKeeps-Christmas-Trees-Alive-For-Longer http://
gizmodo.com/5715515/banana-hormones-thesecret-to-engineering-smart-christmas-trees http://
www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/can-science
-produce-longer-lasting-christmas-trBBee180961548/ https://modernfarmer.com/2016/12/
smart-christmas-tree/reprint of Modern Farmer
Brian Barth http://www.iptv.org/iowapathways/
mypath/science-and-technology-agriculture https://
www.dal.ca/faculty/agriculture/research/centresand-labs/christmas-tree-research-centre.html
http://phytocultures.com.
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1. Ticket for the event 2.
Danielle Wile, organizer
and LCCTPA SecretaryTreasurer
3.
President
Richard Levy giving Past
President Les Corkum a
50th cap 4. Applause all
around, from a packed hall
5. Guests taking a break,
making time to say hello to
old friends and new 6. Tom
Ernst gives a brief history of
LCCTPA
7.
LCCTPA
Pre sidents :
(Current)
Richard Levy, (Past) Jack
Wentzell, Mike Keddy, Les
Corkum, Jim DeLong, John
Veinot, Bruce Turner and
Randy Naugler 8. Laurie
Levy and Marty Murphy
reviewing the historical
record as collected by
Murphy. 9 Richard Levy and
Past
President
Mike
Falkenham.

PHOTO CREDITS 1 Danielle Wile 2-3 Marty Murphy
4-5 Laura Brining 6-9 Marty Murphy.
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A LOOK BACK – Celebrating 50 Years of the LCCTPA
Contributed by LCCTPA

In 1967, a group of Christmas Tree growers gathered with one common interest, the
Christmas tree industry in Nova Scotia. It was at this time the Lunenburg County Christmas
Tree Producers’ Association (LCCTPA) was formed. Approximately 150 growers and their
spouses met in Blockhouse to put together a constitution, to approve a previously elected

slate of directors and to engage in discussion of several aspects of the industry.
The principal purpose of the Association, as set forth in the Constitution, is “the formulation
of proposals and programs to promote the production of Christmas trees on a sound economic basis and of marketing conditions which will ensure the producers an adequate return
for their product.”
More specifically, the Association was created to promote the growing of improved quality
trees, the exchange of information among growers, increased research by government re-

garding the use of chemicals and fertilizers as well as better marketing and business methods.
The Association was established with six (6) geographic sections in mind. The proposed amalgamation of the Hemford and Barss Corner sections had reduced the number to five (5).

Each section would elect two members who would be responsible for the affairs of the Association in their own areas. The areas were Baker Settlement, Barss Corner, Chester Basin,
Italy Cross and New Ross.
The first President of the LCCTPA, Lester Veinotte, led the membership along with Vicepresident, Douglas Morton, Secretary Shirley Gates and several elected Directors. In the first
year of operation the membership grew from 60 to 110 members. In 1973, the LCCTPA
membership grew from 111 to 268 members and by 1974 reached 303 members (221
active members, 75 associate and 7 commercial.) In 1975 the number reached 317 members.
In 1968, tree growers of the LCCTPA participated in the Christmas Tree Competition at
the South Shore Exhibition which first began in 1962. The competition was held by the De-

partment of Lands and Forests to promote improved quality and higher standards for the
industry.
That same year, the LCCTPA sponsored a booth at the South Shore Exhibition and the Association adopted a resolution to sponsor the venture whereby winners of the annual com-

petition would be given the opportunity to present a Christmas tree to Nova Scotia’s
16
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Lieutenant Governor, the Premier and Minister of Lands and Forests. The first
presentations were made in 1968 by Homer Varner to the Lieutenant Governor, Douglas
Morton to the Premier Russel Lohnes and to the Minister of Lands and Forests. The event
received considerable publicity through the news and media and this tradition continues
today.
In 1990, the LCCTPA Board of Directors decided a permanent building should be built at

the South Shore Exhibition grounds. The design of the building was to be that of a small
traditional barn with bright trim and the emblem of the association on the gable ends.
Most of the labour for the construction was donated by members with help from the
Lands and Forests who also provided some of the lumber. The building was completed in

time for that year’s exhibition.
The LCCTPA saw a need for more research and in 1972 the Experimental lot in
Seffernville was established by the Canadian Forestry Service. Since that time, the
experimental lot has been planted with several exotics, used to host several workshops and
workdays, been subject to several experiments with fertilizers, insecticides and herbicides,
shearing techniques, and most recently been planted with two SMART tree seedlings.
The lot continues to be, not only a place to learn, but a resource used to earn much
needed funds to support the operating expenses of the association.
On June 24, 1974, a meeting involving a representative group of Nova Scotia Christmas
tree producers, Woodlot owners of N.S. and Federal and provincial government personnel
met to discuss the advantages of establishing a Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia. The

committee agreed on the need for the establishment of a Christmas Tree Council and it
was subsequently incorporated under the Societies Act on April 29, 1975.
In 1995, Lunenburg County was officially recognized as the 'Balsam Fir Christmas Tree
Capital of the World' and this designation in turn helped to earn the county the 'Forest
Capital of Canada' award in 1996.
Over the past 50 years the Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers’ Association has
been a huge part of the Christmas Tree industry here in Lunenburg county and
throughout the province. Many issues continue to challenge the industry such as insects,
disease, the ever-growing popularity of the artificial tree, outside markets and the cost of
production. However, there have also been many positive changes to these concerns,
through research and development, education, promotion and lobbying of government.

Proudly, the LCCTPA has been there to be part of it all and strive to continue to support
local growers and make positive changes to the industry. Here is to the next 50 years!
17
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LCCTPA 50th Anniversary Field Day
Photos by Marty Murphy

1. Shearing trees mechanically by Colin Hughes' crew 2. Hugh MacKay, MLA Chester-St. Margaret’s, Bernadette Jordan, MP South
Shore-St.Margaret’s Bay, Danielle Wile and Richard Levy (LCCTPA) and Suzanne Lohnes-Croft, MLA Lunenburg East enjoying the party
atmosphere 3. Little happens without great volunteers! Here are a few helping hands 4. Demonstration of how drones keep a
watchful eye on trees 5. Richard Levy and Chester Municipal Councillor Tina Connors 6. Jonathan Veinotte shows how brush

is prepared for market . (Photos and captions Marty Murphy)
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ADVERTISEMENT
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Canadian Christmas Tree
Growers’ Association
At the end of October the CCTGA met
for the Annual General Meeting, this
year in British Columbia.
Stay tuned for the next issue of the Journal for all the details.
In the meantime, can you name this Christmas tree
farm?

USA National
Christmas Tree
Association (NCTA)
Randy Naugler, Board of Directors, NCTA
NATIONAL CHRISTMAS TREE ASSOCIATION MEETING (NCTA)
August 15-19 2017 GREEN BAY WISCONSIN
The Biennial NCTA meeting was held in Green Bay Wisconsin in
conjunction with the Wisconsin Christmas Tree Ass. and the
Christmas Tree Promotion Board. This was a 5 day event, consisting of many interesting and informative sessions and two field
days. Below is a recap of some of the items the US industry is facing which are of interest to the Nova Scotia Industry.
Trees and Trump and NAFTA
Real Christmas trees are considered a special crop Industry. The
NCTA pays Craig Regelbrugge, vice pres. of the American Horticulture Association, $32,000 per year, (a real bargain) as a lobbyist to
bring our views and perspectives to Washington. All agree he is
very capable and doing a great job. He is our direct link to the Department of Agriculture (USDA).
There are no current lobbies, initiatives or talks targeting duties or
barriers for Canadian trees. The Industries objective is to build
bridges! One billion dollars worth of business crosses the US/
Canadian border each day.
Our presence and support on the NCTA board is appreciated and
invaluable. If you do not protect your Industry and your own
identity no one else will!
#1 US problem is a consistent stable labour force. Currently 2.5
million Mexican workers are employed in the US agriculture (field
and livestock workers). 84% are Mexican in Nationality but living
full time in the United States. Average age is 40 yrs.
The current US administration wants to send these workers back
to Mexico and have them return legally as seasonal foreign workers. The current political relationship with Mexico is very unstable.
If sent back to Mexico, it is expected that only 10% will return. The
US agriculture Industry may need to source different Countries for
the next generation labour force.
Fire Conference Update
-200 fires per year involving real trees, according to statics these
fires usually result in deaths.

The real tree Industry has a voice at the National Fire Presentation
Association. This year we are represented by Ellis Schmidt and
Richard and Kay Moore. They have attended many meetings of
this type to explain the safety of a fresh cut tree. The artificial tree
Industry has been lobbying in different jurisdictions, their aim is to
restrict the use of real trees, to only structures equipped with
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NCTA
Continued from p19

sprinkler systems. A decision by The Insurance Underwriters Ass. prohibiting real trees in households could be detrimental to the Real Tree
Industry Immediately!
White House Trees
- Along with the large real tree presented to the President, 60 real trees
are displayed in the White House each year. These events receive a
tremendous amount of publicity and media attention. The artificial tree
industry is lobbying every year to take over these events.
Christmas Tree Marketing Board CTMB ( check off)
Funding and Advocacy for the Christmas tree Industry.
Current funding initiatives overview;

Funding 12 Universities to do research, mainly on needle drop.
The Voice of the Industry.
Last year a firm was hired (Doug Huntly retired Christmas tree extension
agent), to field all phone calls from the media during the sales season.
Folks that knew the facts handled everything from ticks, bugs, allergies,
dry trees, shortages and elevated prices.
Our current major potential consumer base is, The Millennial, born between 1977-1995. Our market is no longer the baby boomers. Most
millennial grew up with an artificial tree. They want to make their purchases fast and easy. They are very technology savvy, and make decisions on how to spend their money accordingly. Many think a real tree
is bad for the environment. The most efficient way to reach them, and
to win them over, is through social media. The objective is to change
their conception through Promotion, Research and Education.
There are1400 check off payers in the US and Canada. By US Department of Agriculture (USDA) law, to maintain the check off, a referendum must take place in 2018, then every 7 years, unless special circumstances surface. For the future of our Industry, it is crucial that everyone
that pays into the check off votes. Secretary of Agriculture selects CTPB
members; a 51% vote in favor of the check off is needed to continue.
We need to send Marsha Gray ( CTMB) list of US exporters (everyone
who pays into the check off) with phone numbers and fax number.
FIELD DAYS
August 17, Field day held at Whispering Pines Tree Farm in Oconto.
Choose and cut operation. Harvesting 3000 trees /year. Information on
species selection, exotics and select crosses.
August 20, Field day held at North Country Christmas trees in Wausaukee. Wholesale operation harvesting 40,000 trees / year. Information on
vegetation control, harvesting equipment and grading
If anyone would like additional information or a NCTA membership
application please contact me.
CONTACT RANDY 902-527-6923 EMAIL RANDY@BALSAMS.COM VIEW, PRINT
AND/OR DOWNLOAD A PDF OF THE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION BY CLICKING HERE
OR VISIT CTCNS.COM/APPLICATIONS.
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Christmas Tree Promotion Board (CTPB): Campaign 2017
Mark Arkills, chair of the Promotion
Committee, reminds Christmas tree
producers, “This is your campaign. You are
funding it with your assessment dollars
…..” To receive the CTPB electronic
newsletter, please email your request to:
info@christmastreepromotionboard.org.
Please check your inbox, spam or junk
folders first to see if you are already
receiving our newsletter. You will see:
“Christmas Tree Promotion Board” in the
FROM column.
Growers and retailers are also encouraged
to “Like, Follow and Share” the “It’s
Christmas. Keep it Real” Facebook
campaign. The team creates attractive
and fun messages and images for you to
share. This expands the campaign
message, while providing industry
members with great content for their
social media campaign. For those who
would like to share the Facebook
campaign posts with their followers
without the hassle of manually sharing
each post, the Promotion Board has
engaged a service called Sprout, where
you can allow us to post each campaign
message directly to your Facebook page.
To engage in our Facebook Campaign,
login into your Facebook page and type
“Its Christmas Keep it Real” in the search
box.
Click on our page (it has the campaign
logo) and LIKE and FOLLOW the
campaign page.
To use the SPROUT program to have
CTPB post all campaign Facebook
messages on your Facebook page, please
email a request for the SPROUT service to:
CTPBsprout@gmail.com. You will receive
set-up instructions from our team.
In du s tr y me mb e rs can vis it:
www.CTPBresourcecenter.com to access
campaign materials—logos for their
individual use.
Check out video and share highlights
from 2016 campaign bit.ly/
ItsChristmasKeepItReal2016.
Info copied from CTPB Press Release
September 2017, newsletters and
itsChristmasKeepItReal.com.
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100th Anniversary of the Halifax Explosion: Boston Tree Dates

Historically, few events have touched the hearts of generations of Nova Scotians quite like the he Halifax Explosion of 1917. Stories of
hardship, brutal loss and then quiet resolve to resurrect the city, all continue to inspire.

Nova Scotia needed help. Not 24 hours after the explosion that killed more than 1500 adults and 500 children, a train was dispatched
from Boston and included much needed supplies as well as personnel: Members of the Red Cross, Massachusetts Public Safety
Committee, nurses from the VON and others, financed largely by the office of the Governor of Massachusetts and a Boston
philanthropist named Abraham Ratshesky.
In 1918 Halifax sent a Christmas tree to the city of Boston to thank them for their “epic humanitarian rescue.” The gift was revived in 1971
by LCCTPA and taken over by the Province in 1976.

The massive tree and effort is to symbolize gratitude, the everlasting kind.
This year, CTCNS was asked to send a Representative to join the official
Boston Tree party at the lighting ceremony.
You can watch the tree lighting in Boston on Thursday, November 30th,
8pm (local time) via a webcast on wcvb.com or via cable on WCVB Boston.
Social media is also covering the trip in real time! Visit
@treeforBoston or Facebook page.
Quick Dates:
Tree cutting - Wednesday, November 15
Tree send-off - Grand Parade (Halifax) - Friday, November 17, 11:30-12:30
Tree in Parade of Lights - Halifax - Saturday, November 18
Delivery to Boston Commons - Tuesday, November 21, 11 am (Atlantic)
Tree Lighting - Thursday, November 30th, 8pm (Atlantic)
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ADVERTISEMENT

THE LITTLE TREE BY THE SEA:
FROM HALIFAX TO BOSTON WITH LOVE
Story by John DeMont
Illustrations by Belle DeMont
“This is a story about a little tree that
grew on a hill in a city by the sea…”
In 1917, a special little evergreen tree
watched its beloved city of Halifax grow
and thrive from its perch high up on
Citadel Hill. One day in December, while
the tree watched helplessly, two tramp
steamers collided in the harbour below.
The disaster claimed thousands of lives
and destroyed buildings for miles around.
The tree knew it had to do something,

and enlisted the help of the wind and
the sea to send the message out to the
world. The call finally reached the city of
Boston, which gathered all its resources
and played a major role in the recovery
of the pretty city by the sea. In gratitude,
Halifax decided to send its most
beautiful Christmas tree as a gift to
Boston – and Little Tree’s wish to be that
gift was granted. This important
friendship continues to this day.
To order your copies today please
contact Angus Bonnyman.
angus@ctcns.com (902) 956-3629

Suggested Retail Price
$17.95/copy
Order 10 or more copies
$13.95/copy, includes
shipping & handling.
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INFORMATION
ON
CHRISTMAS TREE
LEVY
REGULATIONS
SEE

PAGES 3 AND 4

BOSTON TREE EVENTS

2017
Tree cutting - Wednesday, November 15
Tree send-off - Grand Parade (Halifax)
Friday, November 17, 11:30-12:30
Tree in Parade of Lights - Halifax
Saturday, November 18
Delivery to Boston Commons
Tuesday, November 21, 11 am (Atlantic)
Tree Lighting
Thursday, November 30th,
8pm (Atlantic)

TECHNICAL ADVISORS
FOR NOVA SCOTIA
Western:
Randy Naugler
902-543-7728
Owen Lenihan
902-689-2047
Central:
Matthew Priest
902-890-8431
Eastern:
Scott MacKinnon
902-867-7460

NOTICE to Nova Scotia Christmas Tree Exporters
Re: US Customs and Security Load Compliance Inspection Insurance
The Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia offers an industry-managed insurance program to protect exporters against the expense of a
United States Border Entry Compliance Check. The “Compliance Check” involves the unloading and counting of product to verify that
the quantities and product descriptions on invoices are correct. This happens on the United States side of the border. The exporter is responsible for the full cost of unloading, reloading, and even the possible removal of any excess product unable to fit on the truck during
the reloading process. The Christmas Tree Council offers a voluntary insurance program wherein exporters are asked to estimate the
number of loads they will have crossing into the United States during the 2017 season, and then remit a premium (fee) of $ 10.00 per
load for the insurance. If exporters underestimate their actual number of loads they are asked to top off their premium at the end of the
season. The insurance is only available to exporters who pay the current (2017) year premium. Please note that the Compliance Insurance Fund had a balance of $11,610 at February 28, 2017 and that only premiums collected from participants may be used to pay claims
under this program. If you wish to insure your product, please complete the form below and return it to:
CTCNS, Box 8, Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia B0K 1V0 before you start shipping trees—your coverage will only come into effect
once the form and full payment has been received. For more information contact 1-855-672-2572 or angus@ctcns.com.

I want Compliance Inspection Insurance for 2017!
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________Postal Code:

__________________________________________

Home Phone: ___________________________________Cell Phone:_____________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________________________________________
# of loads to US estimated during 2017: _________ @ $ 10.00 per load insurance premium = $ ____________
Please make cheque payable to the “Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia” and mail to:
CTCNS, Box 8, Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia B0K 1V0 . For information please contact angus@ctcns.com or
1-855-NSBalsa (1-855-672-2572). Thank you.
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Want to Sell
Homemade retail baler,
single axle, gas powered,
18” cone, stored inside
CONTACT:
Murray Crouse
902-634-1908

Δ

Howey CT Baler, Chain Driven
Model 214 $4800
Hardi 3-Point Hitch Sprayer $600
Conveyer $1100
Maruyama Back Pack Sprayer
(mist & granular) $600
CONTACT: Stan Hunter
506-472-9791

Δ

Want to Buy
Looking for tree land in
the Chester Basin area
to lease or buy. Email

info@christmastreeproducers.com

CONTACT
902-644-2605

Δ

Christmas tree Shaker
In good condition, prefer
tow behind model,
ready to fire up, suitable
for u-cut, truck-load or
retail lot business,
electric start preferred
but not necessary
CONTACT:
Ed Davidson
902-957-1428
davidson1@SeaSideHighSpeed.com

Δ

Local CT Associations
Cobequid Christmas Tree
Producers’ Association
(CCTPA)
Serving central Nova Scotia
Email nltreefarms@bellaliant.net
Phone 902-893-2293

26

Join Today!

Lunenburg County
Christmas Tree Producers’
Association (LCCTPA)

North Eastern Christmas
Tree Association (NeCTA)

serving Northeastern Nova Scotia
serving the South Shore of Nova Scotia Email
sales@necta.ns.ca
info@christmastreeproducers.com
Website
novascotiachristmastrees.ca
Website christmastreeproducers.com
Phone
877-783-2758
Phone 902-644-2605
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CTCNS CONTACT INFORMATION
1-855-NSBalsa 1-855-672-2572
info@ctcns.com
PO Box 8 , Tatamagouche, NS B0K 1V0
Journal Print Subscriptions are INCLUDED with every Nova Scotia Christmas tree Association membership.

Sign me up! I would like to receive the next four issues of The NS CT Journal in print!
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
Postal Code: _______________________________________ Home Phone: ______________________________

Cell Phone: _______________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________
I am enclosing a cheque for CDN$30.00 (tax and postage included) for the next four issues (For US rates, please email angus@ctcns.com.) Please
make cheque out to “Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia” and mail to:
CTCNS, Box 8, Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia B0K 1V0
For information please contact angus@ctcns.com or 1-855-NSBalsa (1-855-672-2572). Thank you.
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The Honourable Margaret Miller, Minister

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 698, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 2T9

Re: Removal of Article 7, Nova Scotia
Christmas Tree Levy Regulations

October 2017

Dear Minister Miller,
I am writing in support of the request made by the Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia (CTCNS) to remove Article 7 of the Christmas Tree Levy Regulations that provides for a refund of levies paid. We need consistent support
for Council initiatives and a system that is fair and equitable for all industry participants.
I have been involved in the Christmas tree industry for ______ years and have seen the industry develop over that
time to what it is today, a major commodity exported from rural Nova Scotia, supporting families and communities.
The Christmas tree industry in Nova Scotia relies on the Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia (CTCNS) to be the
unified voice of the industry, for:
 knowledge-sharing as extension services support to growers has been eliminated
 research and innovation, not only to improve the product we are exporting, but to protect against new
and changing pests
 advocacy on issues of provincial importance
 promotion of real trees in the face of ever-growing competition from artificial trees.
As you well know, none of this is possible without financial support. As a Christmas tree grower, I appreciate the
support received from your department through Industry Support Funding, however this is not enough to keep up
with the needs of an industry as large as ours without consistent support from industry.
I look forward to your continued support on this issue and the sustainability of this important industry.
Respectfully submitted,
Signature
___________________________________________________________________

Cc:

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Christmas Tree Council of Nova Scotia
Forest Products Association of Nova Scotia

Farm Name: ____________________________________________________

Hon. Keith Colwell, MLA, Minister of Agriculture

Address:

____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Hon. Mark Furey, MLA (Lunenburg West)
Hon. Suzanne Lohnes-Croft, MLA (Lunenburg)
Lunenburg County Christmas Tree Producers’
Association
Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture

Help CTCNS be heard! Please take a moment to fill in letter
(above), sign, cut, put in envelope, address, stamp and send to
DNR (address at top).

Your Name

The Honourable Margaret Miller, Minister
Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 698
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 2T9
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